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PREFACE 

THOMAS R. ODHIAMBO 
Editor-in-Chief, Insect Science and Its Application 

International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology (lCIPE) 
P.O. Box 30772, Nairobi, Kenya 

We are most encouraged that, as we celebrate the 
Tenth Anniversary of the founding of Insect 
Science and Its Application, we have seen our 
dreams unfold splendidly for creating an 
international forum for the dissemination of new 
advances in tropical insect science. We have 
witnessed the journal grow from a medium-sized 
quarterly journal (comprising about 450 pages per 
volume) to a bimonthly journal (nearly 800 pages 
a volume). From an initial group of contributing 
authors dominated by the International Centre of 
Insect Physiology and Ecology (lCIPE), it has 
expanded its range of authors stemming from all 
regions of the tropical world and beyond and 
professing all areas of insect science, whether 
applied or basic. 

Quality and multidisciplinarity has become a 
hallmark of the journal, stressed by the 
international Editorial Advisory Board from the 
very inception of the journal, which is a child of 
the African Association of Insect Scientists 
(AAIS) and the ICIPE. Indeed, the results of a 
survey of our authors and a cross-section of the 
readership of the journal completed in October 
1988 to guide us in further development of Insect 
Science and Its Application has given us 
confidence that we are pointed in the right 
direction. For instance, the respondents' specific 
ratings for various components of the journal were 
"good" to "excellent" (Table 1). 

Table 1. Specific ratings for various components of 
the journal 

Percentage of respondents in 
specific joumal ratings 

Item Excellent Very Good Fair Poor 
good 

Text 8 
Tables 15 
Illustrations 8 
Abstract 8 

IBA 10/1-A 

61 
38 
31 
54 

31 
47 
61 
30 8 

Again, two-thirds of the respondents felt the 
review of papers published in the journal was 
adequate, while the remainder gave a fair rating. 
Further, most respondents consider the research 
papers and mini-reviews as an important feature of 
the journal (Table 2). 

Finally, 54% of the respondents favoured an 
increase in the size of each annual volume so that 
the size of each bimonthly issue be approximately 
200 pages so as to accommodate more 
manuscripts, without splitting the present annual 
volume into two or more volumes. On the other 
hand, 46% were against such expansion, arguing 
that the resultant volume would be too large to 
bind well, and that the expansion might tend to 
dilute the high quality of the present published 
material. 

These responses will guide us in the future 
development of the journal, and we are most 
grateful to the respondents for taking time to 
answer the questionnaire sent to them in early 
1988. 

We have had an outstanding group of referees, 
and together with the members of the Editorial 
Advisory Board, they have enabled us to establish 
a high standard for the journal. It is our intention, 
in the next decade to maintain the quality control 
mechanisms which will assure excellence. We pay 
tribute to the insect scientists the world over who 
have made their contributions' to the development 
of tropical insect science in this manner. 

Table 2. Ratings on usefulness of contributions 
to the journal 

Category of usefulness of 
contributions to the journal 

--------------------
Item 

Mini - reviews 
Research papers 
Book reviews 
Orbituaries 
Software information 

Yes No Do not know 

77 23 
100 

31 46 
15 69 
23 54 

23 
12 
23 


