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                    Abstract
The need to study spatio-temporal chaos in a spatially extended dynamical system which exhibits not only irregular, initial-value sensitive temporal behavior but also the formation of irregular spatial patterns, has increasingly been recognized in biological science. While the temporal aspect of chaotic dynamics is usually characterized by the dominant Lyapunov exponent, the spatial aspect can be quantified by the correlation length. In this paper, using the diffusion-reaction model of population dynamics and considering the conditions of the system stability with respect to small heterogeneous perturbations, we derive an analytical formula for an ‘intrinsic length’ which appears to be in a very good agreement with the value of the correlation length of the system. Using this formula and numerical simulations, we analyze the dependence of the correlation length on the system parameters. We show that our findings may lead to a new understanding of some well-known experimental and field data as well as affect the choice of an adequate model of chaotic dynamics in biological and chemical systems.
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