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Book review

Danell, K.; Duncan, P.; Bergström, R.; Pastor,
J. (eds.): Large Herbivore Ecology, Ecosystem
Dynamics and Conservation. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press 2006. 506pp.,
numerous tables and black and white illustra-
tions. Hardback: £ 75.00. ISBN 0-521-83005-
2; paperback: £ 38.00, ISBN 0-521-53687-1.

This book compiles the papers presented
during a workshop on ‘‘The impact of large
mammalian herbivores on biodiversity, eco-
system structure and function’’ held in
northern Sweden in May 2002. Twenty-eight
authors contributed to the present book,
which, after an introduction, presents 16
papers on the impact of large herbivores on
species richness, ecosystem structure and
function in the major habitats of the world.
In this book even-toed and odd-toed ungu-
lates (Artiodactyla and Perissodactyla) over
5 kg body mass, as well as elephants, are
considered as large herbivores.
Six groups of papers can be identified in this
book: (I) in chapters 1 and 2 interrelation-
ships between large herbivores and their
environment are discussed. (II) In chapter 3

foraging behaviour and population dynamics
are considered and (III) chapters 4 through 8
discuss large herbivores and their relation-
ships to plants; (IV) chapters 9 through 12
and chapter 15 deal with herbivores and their
integration into different ecosystems. (V) The
relationships to other members of the fauna
are treated in chapters 13 and 14 and (VI)
chapter 16 informs about future research
directions in conservation and interactions
between herbivores and ecosystems. A de-
tailed index of 28 pages concludes this book,
which presents a compact ‘‘package’’ of a
very wide field of information related to the
biology of large herbivores.
The chapters of this book present detailed
studies that give deep insight into ecological
research, but they are relatively independent
from each other. A synthesis of the wealth of
data presented in this book is unfortunately
still missing, but would be most welcome.
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