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This truly scholarly book on living or
recently extinct species will soon be an
indispensable tool for mammalogists! Since
the publication of the second edition in 1993
by the Smithsonian Institution Press, ‘‘Mam-
mal Species of the World’’ has been con-
siderably expanded and now comes as a two-
volume set. It is enhanced by the inclusion of
common English names, by the recognition
of subspecies, it introduces the authorities for
all synonyms and includes 260 new mamma-
lian species that have been described between
the publications of the second and third
editions. However, the number of species
increased from 4629 in the second to 5416 in
the present third edition, because most of this
increase is due to taxonomic revision. The
consideration of 37 378 synonyms will help to
reduce taxonomic confusion. In the present
publication Wilson and Reeder base their
account of phylogenetic relationships be-
tween mammals on the book by McKenna
and Bell (1997), but in the present publication
‘‘higher-level relationships are used primarily
to provide structure rather than to reflect
phylogeny.’’ Differences of opinion over
definitions of species limits are commented
on in the species accounts to ‘‘emphasize
areas needing additional taxonomic study.’’
The following information can be found for
each presently known non-fossil mammalian

species: the scientific name, its author and
bibliographical information on the source
where this name has been published, the
common English name, the type locality,
geographical distribution, the status such as
the CITES registration, as well as synonyms
and comments. Information on mammalian
species can be found on a total of 1600 pages
with the Rodentia filling 856 pages of the
second volume. A list of 9373 full references
of scientific publications can be found on 344
pages, the index of scientific names fills 171
pages, that of the common English names 28
pages.
The reviewer hesitates to mention trivials, but
he is convinced that the authors strive to
further improve the next edition. It is
probably unavoidable in such a unique
publication like the present one that small
mistakes were overlooked. In the list of
museum abbreviations the name of the
institute in Brussels is ‘‘Institut Royal des
Sciences Naturelles de Belgique’’ (not ‘‘In-
stitut de Royal....’’), which is identical with
‘‘Koninklijk Belgisch Instituut voor Natuur-
wetenschappen’’.
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