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This checklist of the mammals of the world
covers over 5000 species. The carefully
compiled and well-produced book lists the
presently recognized genus and species
names. Older scientific names are not used,
but special tables give information on ‘‘new
species’’, on ‘‘species demoted into synony-
mity’’ and on ‘‘nomenclatural changes’’.
English names, as well as habitat and
distributional data are also supplied. Extinct
species are not included in this checklist.
The subgroups of the class Mammalia down
to the level of genus are taken from
McKenna and Bell (1997). This has the effect
that the terms applied are, in some cases, not
widely known and used. For example, the

Grandorder Ungulata contains the Mirorder
Eparctocyona, of which the Orders Cete
(whales and their kin) and Artiodactyla
(even-toed ungulates) are extant representa-
tives.
Ten pages of a detailed bibliography
and an index of scientific, as well as one
of English names, conclude this book.
A software version is available under
http://members.aol.com/sbsp.
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The book presented here is an excellent source of
haematological information for all dealing with
blood analysis of Australian mammals either for
clinical or scientific purposes. The text is clearly
structured, precisely written and well supported
by numerous high-quality photographs of hae-
matological cells providing an informative in-
sight into morphological characteristics in health
as well as in response to disease.
The first chapter outlines general principles on
collection and handling of blood samples,
followed by five chapters describing functional
aspects and characteristics of mammalian
haematological cells including the typical
changes in morphology due to common
diseases. Chapter 7 is the heart of this book
describing the cytological characteristics of
haematological cells from a broad range of
Australian mammals (more than 100 repre-
sentative species). This detailed collection of
data could serve as a reliable reference for the
light microscopic appearance of blood cells
and thus as a valuable support in haematolo-
gical assessments. In this context, Chapters 8

and, especially, 9 deserve special appreciation.
Here, the author presents a unique compila-
tion of relevant information for haematologi-
cal values of Australian mammals, not yet
published in scientific literature. Haematolo-
gical values of each species are arranged in
clear and informative tables. Especially for
clinical purposes these species-specific lists
provide a convenient reference to assess the
health status of an animal. In addition, the
difficulty of establishing clinical distributional
ranges and the limitations of this reference
material are thoroughly discussed by the
author. A glossary and 22 pages of references
as well as a subject index conclude this book.
‘‘Haematology of Australian mammals’’ covers
many important topics in this broad field and is
undoubtedly a valuable guide for precise and
reliable analysis of blood samples and the
interpretation of the health status of Australian
mammals. This remarkable book provides
essential support especially in the clinical situa-
tion, based on detailed descriptions of morpho-
logical changes and characteristics due to
physiological and pathological influences.

doi:10.1016/j.mambio.2004.11.014

M. Hecker, Giessen

200 Book reviews




