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Foundations of Biogeography. Classic papers
with commentaries. Chicago and London: Uni-
versity of Chicago Press 2004. 1291pp., some
black and white illustrations. US$ 45.00, £ 31.50.
ISBN 0-226-49237-0.

This is not only a truly voluminous book of
1291 pages, it is also very interesting and
supplies stimulating reading of papers of
variable styles and approaches. The reader
obtains a clear outline of the historical
development and the diverse viewpoints
applied in biogeographical studies by reading
the introductory chapters of each of the eight
parts, which represent the ‘‘commentaries’’ of
the subtitle. These introductory commen-
taries are written by experts in the field of
biogeography and cover a wide range of
taxonomic groups, habitats and geographic
regions, not only of terrestrial, but also of
marine areas. The commenting authors ex-
plain why they selected certain ‘‘classical’’
papers and describe the impact of these
papers on the development and differentia-
tion of biogeography. They organized ‘‘the
material around conceptual or synthetic
themes’’. Starting with papers of Carl von
Linné, Georges-Louis Buffon and Johann
Reinhold Forster from the second half of the
18th century, contributions from the 19th
and 20th centuries up to 1975 are compiled.
The material presented here is subdivided
into eight parts. To obtain an idea of the
wide range of subjects treated in this doc-
umentation of historical publications, it
seems appropriate to present an overview of
these parts. First, 18 ‘‘Early Classics’’ are

presented. The second part deals with ‘‘Earth
History, Vicariance and Dispersal’’ of plant
and animal species in eight contributions,
starting with Alfred Wegner’s seminal work
on ‘‘The Origin of Continents and Oceans’’.
The third part gives an impression of the
development of ideas on ‘‘Species Ranges’’ in
nine contributions. ‘‘Revolutions in Histor-
ical Biogeography’’ are treated in eight
articles, including an excerpt of Willi Hen-
nig’s ‘‘Phylogenetic Systematics’’. Part five
concentrates on ‘‘The Importance of Islands’’
(eight contributions). In this part papers
written by R. H. MacArthur, E. O. Wilson,
D. S. Simberloff and J. M. Diamond — to
name just the most prominent authors — are
presented. The period after World War II is
considered in the last two parts: ‘‘Assembly
Rules’’ are dealt with in seven papers and the
final part discusses — in six articles — the
question: ‘‘Gradients in Species Diversity:
Why Are There So Many Species in the
Tropics?’’
An extensive table of references, a list of the
contributors of the eight introductory sections
and an index conclude this stimulating histor-
ical account of an important sector of
biological research. Under consideration of
the fact that 72 papers of great historical
importance are compiled here, that success-
fully ‘‘survived’’ critical appreciation in the
years following their original publication, the
price of this well-produced book is reasonable.
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