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Since its inception, analytic philosophy has failed to attain dominance in Japan. However, the 21st century has seen analytic philosophy gain traction among Japanese philosophers. This paper, which examines the status quo of analytic philosophy in Japan since 2000, consists of two parts. The first part deals primarily with organizations—specifically, relevant associations, journals, conferences, universities, and publishers are illustrated. The second part explores key works in each area—namely, philosophy of science, philosophy of language, philosophy of logic and mathematics, philosophy of mind, and metaphysics. Key works in other areas are also briefly addressed.
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	This paper is intended as a continuation of the discussion in Iida and Furuta’s (2022) report on analytic philosophy in Japan prior to 2000 and was originally conceived as an additional part of that report.


	See Iida and Furuta (2022), sec. 2 for details of the two associations.


	Intentions to merge the two associations were rumored twenty years ago: see Iida (2014), p. 31.


	The relationship between analytic philosophy and philosophy of science is intricate. Philosophy of science is not only a category of topics discussed by analytic philosophers, but also a research tradition that is distinct from but intertwined with analytic philosophy itself. The ambiguity of the Japanese term kagaku tetsugaku further complicates the distinction: see also Iida and Furuta (2022), sec. 2.


	In this paper, following Iida and Furuta (2022), Japanese names are rendered in the conventional format of family name followed by given name. Titles of books and papers published in Japanese are translated into English, with the original Japanese titles detailed in the Reference section.


	See Iida and Furuta (2022), sec. 3 regarding Ishimoto. The Logic of Science Society, Japan was the predecessor of the Philosophy of Science Society, Japan: see Iida and Furuta (2022), sec. 1.


	https://jacap.org/english/.


	The Philosophical Association of Japan, founded in 1949, is the country’s largest philosophical association. For details, see its website: https://philosophy-japan.org/en/. The Kansai Philosophical Association is the largest philosophical association in the Kansai region (around Kyoto and Osaka) and one of the oldest regional philosophical associations, founded in 1947. See its website (in Japanese) for details: http://kantetsu.org/.


	Kagaku Tetsugaku is archived at: https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/jpssj/-char/en/.


	The Japan Association for Philosophy of Science also publishes an English journal called Annals of the Japan Association for Philosophy of Science. (It accepts a French and a German manuscript as well).


	Journal of the Japan Association for Philosophy of Science is archived at: https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/kisoron/49/2/_contents/-char/en/.


	The primal reason of the increase is that the Japanese government has begun large funding programs since 2002 through the government agency for research funding, the Japan Society for the Promotion of Sciences.


	https://lenls.github.io/.


	In addition to LENLS, a biennial international conference called International Conference on Logic, Rationality and Interaction (LOLI) provides Japan’s logicians and logic-minded philosophers with opportunities for international exchange. The crucial difference between LENLS and LORI is that the former is held in Japan while the latter takes place mostly in China. In 2017, LORI was held in Sapporo, Japan. The organizing committee chair was Yamada Tomoyuki, the only Japanese member of the standing committee of LORI. See the website for further detail: https://golori.org/


	http://tf-ap.com/.


	I use the term “analytically oriented” hereafter as shorthand for an atmosphere in which individuals can freely discuss analytic philosophy without being forced to read historical philosophy texts, without being made to feel like pariahs owing their lack of knowledge of such texts, or without being impeded by explicit/implicit prohibitions of analytic philosophy. Universities with such an atmosphere were rare in the 20th century. I thank Editor in Chief and Associate Editors of this journal for suggesting the term.


	Waseda University lost its status as a center of analytic philosophy after the death of its leading figure, Ueda Seiji. Cf. Iida and Furuta (2022), sec. 5.1.


	Hokkaido’s department of philosophy became analytically oriented after 1990. Osaka did so more recently, around 2010. Hokkaido’s department of philosophy of science (precisely, the philosophy of science laboratory in the physics department) was established during the 1990s. Meanwhile, Osaka’s department is one of the oldest departments of philosophy of science (Osaka City University has no department of philosophy of science despite its position as the center of analytic philosophy in Kansai area: see Iida and Furuta (2022), sec. 5.1.)


	See Iida and Furuta (2022), sec. 5.3.


	According to UNP’s website (https://www.unp.or.jp/about), the president of Nagoya University is designated to be the president of UNP, and the chairperson of the board of trustees must be a professor at Nagoya University.


	The hardcover edition is due to be published in 2023: see https://www.routledge.com/Thinking-About-Statistics-The-Philosophical-Foundations/Otsuka/p/book/9781032333106/.


	Both Kachi and Nakayama recently published books on metaphysics: Agents (2018) and From Philosophy of Language to Metaphysics, (2019), respectively.


	Interestingly, the Japanese term bunseki keijijōgaku (“analytic metaphysics”) is rarely used, compared with the broader and more commonly used term gendai keijijōgaku (“contemporary metaphysics”). The reason may be that analytic metaphysics, particularly in its non-naturalistic form, shares affinities with other philosophical traditions.


	For Wittgenstein’s influence in 20th-century Japan, see Iida and Furuta (2022), sec. 3.


	In fact, the following two books are the only books in Wittgenstein studies that have been published by Keiso Shobo, Shunjusha, and UNP in the last decade: Kikai Akio, What Book is Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Investigations? (2018) and Wittgenstein et al., Wittgenstein’s Secret Diary (2016).
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