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                    Abstract
This paper presents the argument that there ought to be a categorical ban on autonomous weapons systems (AWS) in warfare. First, I provide a foundational argument that international humanitarian law (jus in bello) is deontological. Following the argument shared by Peter Asaro and Robert Sparrow, I then argue that AWS lack the ability to properly acknowledge its target and consequently, breaches jus in bello principles. I, however, go further than Asaro and Sparrow by emphasizing the necessity of reciprocity for deontological law. Because AWS lack a constitutive symmetry with human combatants, humans and AWS cannot coexist in warfare if they are to respect the existing international principles. After addressing foreseeable objections, including arguments for reducing deaths and the prohibition of other weapons, I conclude that a categorical ban of AWS remains a reasonable consideration. The benefit of this paper is that it avoids complex and hypothetical considerations of future developments of AWS capabilities. It also shows that if the moral underpinnings of jus in bello principles are respected, then categorically banning AWS from warfare is already an accepted position.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Wars with and for Humanity
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2023
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Autonomous weapon systems and jus ad bellum
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         19 March 2022
                                    

                                

                                Alexander Blanchard & Mariarosaria Taddeo

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Peacebuilding and Counterinsurgency: Alternatives to the Moral Dilemma of War
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2020
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    Notes
	For example, the US set aside US$18 billion between 2016 and 2020 for AWS development [5].


	According to the report, these machines were autonomous as once in the battlefield they could, “…attack targets without requiring data connectivity between the operator and the munition: in effect, a true ‘fire, forget and find’ capability.” [13, p. 17/548].


	This term refers to combatants who are in a situation, often through injury, where they are unable to perform regular military duties.


	There are many ways to define illegitimate harm. However, by illegitimate harm in warfare, including deaths, I only consider that which occurs without respecting the principles of jus in bello.


	While they all share the openness of AWS sufficiency progressing to the necessary moral standards, their arguments are not precisely the same. Arkin only requires accurate performance while, as mentioned in the previous section, Asaro and Sparrow require, in addition to performance, the associated awareness of the other human’s intrinsic value.


	While the high level of reasoning required in this argument is currently outside of the capabilities of AI, some experts indicate the likelihood of it potentially happening within the next few of decades, see [6, 9].


	This is modified from Korsgaard’s example between a military general and private [12, p. 124].


	My thanks to the anonymous reviewer for raising this objection.


	I am alluding to someone who is aware of the practical realities that may require concessions to one’s philosophical obligations.
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