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Dear Editor,

COVID-19 infection is the present global public health 
issue. From China, the disease has already reached more 
than 100 countries around the world [1]. The disease is a 
respiratory infection but sometimes it might have an atypical 
clinical history. Sometimes, the orthopedic problem might 
be a concurrent medical problem of the patient with COVID-
19. Here, the authors would like to share observations from 
Thailand, the second country where COVID-19 appeared 
after China [2]. At present (11th March 2020), there are 59 
cases of COVID-19 in Thailand. Of these patients, there 
is an interesting patient who presented first with the com-
plaint of an orthopedic problem. The patient is a 40 years 
old male patient who returned from Japan to Thailand on 
27th February. This case fell down in Japan and had left 
carpal fracture and returned to Thailand for orthopedic 
surgery treatment. The surgery was successful but during 
post-operative hospitalization, the patient had fever and res-
piratory problem. The final diagnosis of COVID-19 by PCR 
test was on the 13th day of hospitalization. This patient is 
presently under respiratory care in the hospital. It shows 
that the orthopedic surgeon might be the first person who 
came into contact the patient with COVID-19. Although 
there is no clear information on interrelationship between 
orthopedic disorder and COVID-19 infection, it is neces-
sary for orthopedic surgeon to know and recognize the new 
disease. During the COVID-19 in China, the infection in 
patients with fracture is also mentioned [3]. This report can 
support the importance of COVID-19 in the patient present-
ing with an orthopedic problem, fracture. The possible con-
currence between an orthopedic problem and COVID-19 
infection should not be forgotten. At present, the fracture 

patient might have pre-symptomatic COVID-19 and this 
might spread to the medical personnel or other patients. In 
post-operative management, COVID-19 might be a possible 
cause of post-operative fever. Some salient points on how 
the management differed from his regular patients are (a) 
special infection control in pre-, intra- and post-operative 
periods are necessary in known COVID-19 patients with 
fracture and early antiviral therapy is required since the 
prognosis of fracture patients with disease is usually poor 
[3] and (b) isolated respiratory care and antiviral therapy 
should be started as soon as possible in case the symptom 
first appears postoperatively.
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