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Sir,

We applaud your journal and authors Gupta, Agarwal, and 
Baruah, on the very educational study titled, “Magnetic Res-
onance Measurements of Sacrococcygeal and Intercoccygeal 
Angles in Normal Participants and those with Idiopathic 
Coccydynia” [1].

We found it very interesting that this research showed 
that the sacrococcygeal angle was not significantly differ-
ent between patients with idiopathic coccydynia as com-
pared with non-symptomatic controls. Combined with prior 
research showing that the sacrococcygeal joint is fused in 
51% of patients with idiopathic coccydynia [2], we feel that 
these studies suggest that the sacrococcygeal joint is not the 
primary source of pain in most of these patients. This fur-
ther implies the importance of assessing carefully for pain 
generators specifically at the lower coccyx. Having evaluated 
thousands of coccydynia patients at our Coccyx Pain Center, 
we have very commonly found that performing lateral view 

radiographs specifically done using coned-down (collima-
tion) views given better visualization of these lower, smaller-
sized coccygeal bones (as compared with non-collimated 
radiographs), often revealing the source of pain.

We thank Gupta, Agarwal, and Baruah, for their research 
in this area, which we feel supports the importance of look-
ing below the sacrococcygeal joint when evaluating and 
treating patients with tailbone pain.
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