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The Editor-in-Chief is issuing this editorial Expression of 
Concern to make readers aware that there is an unresolved 
dispute between the authors of this article (Buitrón-Jurado 
and Sanz 2020).

Co-author Virginia Sanz states that although she con-
tributed to the research presented in the article and to the 
earlier drafts of the manuscript, she was not aware of the 
submission to Community Ecology, did not agree with the 
conclusions of the article, and did not authorize the version 
of the article published in Community Ecology.

An investigation was conducted in accordance to the Core 
Practices of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) of 
which the journal is a member.

The Venezuelan Institute for Scientific Research (IVIC) 
confirmed that Galo Buitrón-Jurado was a student of Vir-
ginia Sanz and, in line with institutional guidelines, should 
have collaborated with Dr. Sanz in preparing this article.

The Editor-in-Chief considered explanations from both 
authors regarding potential errors in the article and con-
cluded that a correction is not needed.

Galo Buitrón-Jurado agrees to this editorial expression 
of concern.

Virginia Sanz does not agree to this editorial expression 
of concern.
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