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                    Abstract
In recent decades, the degradation of satoyama and satoumi has posed significant problems in many areas. To address this issue, it is crucial to sustain farming in satoyama and fishing in satoumi, while actively involving human intervention. An effective strategy includes using satoyama and satoumi for tourism should be considered. Against this background, the current study assesses the attractiveness of various satoyama and satoumi applications as tourism resources in Noto, utilizing two types of preference analysis methods: best–worst scaling and discrete choice experiment. These analysis methods revealed that the direct experience of agriculture and fishing in these areas were not highly valued, while opportunities to enjoy and purchase local food from satoyama and satoumi proved highly attractive as tourism resources. The results also indicated that preferences for agricultural and fishing experiences were heterogeneous among respondents. Therefore, additional analysis was conducted to identify individuals who rated these experiences relatively higher. Based on these findings, suggestions are formulated for the target audience, to promote agricultural and fishing experiences. In addition, we discuss the possibility of the way of stopping the degradation of satoyama and satoumi.
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Notes
	Secondary natural environments such as satoyama and satoumi, which have been maintained by human activities such as agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, exist worldwide; however, as in Japan, many areas are no longer used sustainably, and there is a gradual loss of local biodiversity. Japan has proposed the “SATOYAMA Initiative” to promote both the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in secondary natural environments by adopting the satoyama and satoumi concepts developed in Japan. Further, at the 10th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity held in 2010, it was proposed that the initiative must be promoted globally. For more information on SATOYAMA Initiative, refer to the website “SATOYAMA Initiative” created by Secretariat of the International Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative (https://satoyama-initiative.org/).


	For more information on Noto’s satoyama and satoumi, refer to the website “Noto’s Satoyama and Satoumi” created by Noto Regional GIAHS Executive Committee (http://www.pref.ishikawa.jp/satoyama/noto-giahs/f-lang/english/index.html).


	While this study does not envision an increase in tourism to the point of threatened depletion of fishery resources, the importance of proper resource management should be stressed. Needless to say, an increase in tourism that increases the risk of resource depletion is not desirable. If the possibility of resource depletion becomes likely, the policy of aggressive visitor attraction should be reconsidered.


	In this survey, respondents were asked questions without making any assumptions about the specific season of their travel, enabling a comprehensive comparison of tourism resources across all seasons. However, it is valuable to distinguish preferences for seasons from preferences for specific tourism resources. This differentiation would provide insights into whether individuals value tourist resources associated with a particular season because they aim to travel during that season or if they prefer to travel during a season that offers the enjoyment of specific resources. This distinction holds significance in gaining a deeper understanding of the overall attractiveness of these tourist resources and merits exploration in future studies.


	In this survey, agricultural experiences encompass activities including jam and other processed food production and charcoal making, which farmers typically undertake during the off-farm season. However, it is worth noting that these differ from agricultural activities, such as rice planting and harvesting. Consequently, it is possible that individuals may have a preference for one type of experience while not being interested in the other. It would be valuable for future research to further segment agricultural experiences and examine respondents’ preferences for each specific activity. This exploration would aid in determining which experiences should be emphasized to attract a larger participation in agricultural experiences.


	The BWS prompts respondents to indicate the best and worst options among the items presented. When respondents have the opportunity to enjoy multiple tourist attractions, they may perceive that experiencing one similar attraction renders the others unnecessary. However, it is important to note that BWS assumes a scenario where respondents can only choose one tourism resource to experience. Hence, it is unlikely that they would hold the perception mentioned earlier.


	If the tour fee was assumed to be the fee from Kanazawa Station, with respondents required to calculate and add their individual transportation expenses from home to Kanazawa Station, it would have allowed for more accurate travel cost calculation. However, this approach would have imposed a greater burden on respondents and potentially resulted in increased non-responses or inaccuracies. Considering the advantages and disadvantages, we made the decision to assume that the tour fee covered the transportation cost from home to Kanazawa station.


	The featured destinations in the DCE are within a reasonable driving distance, and the distances between sites are relatively short. Therefore, in the interest of simplification, the DCE does not consider travel time between sites. However, it is worth considering that travel times could potentially impact utility, with disutility arising from longer travel times or utility derived from enjoying scenic views during travel. Gaining deeper insights into preferences for travel time would be valuable, particularly in the context of planning package tours. These analyses represent significant areas for future exploration.


	The explanations in this section are based on Tsuge et al. [27] and Tsuge et al. [28].


	The purpose of these questions was to determine whether respondents had engaged in similar activities to the agricultural and fishing experiences explored in this research. We asked the question assuming active involvement in tourism, including aspects such as observing and experiencing nature, interacting with culture and people, and paying a fee. The results indicated that the majority of respondents had never participated in such activities. A 2014 survey conducted by the Cabinet Office also revealed that 3.6% of respondents had participated in an ecotour, while the majority had not (https://survey.gov-online.go.jp/h26/h26-kankyou/index.html). However, by considering a broader scope that includes nature experiences during school events, it can be inferred that more individuals have had exposure to ecotourism and green tourism.
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