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The Journal of Plant Pathology is pleased to announce four
articles in the May 2020 issue have been selected as Editors’
Choice papers, because they either are timely reviews or they
describe well-designed studies with surprising and/or promis-
ing results. These papers are all published at the beginning of
the volume in a dedicated Editors’ Choice section.

In the synthetic review: “Phytoplasmas in Poaceae species: a
threat to the most important cereal crops in Europe”, Jurga and
Zwolińska present a fair assessment of the relatively under-
represented phytoplasma research in monocotyledon plants from
the Poaceae family, including many important cereal crops. The
authors consider not only the phytoplasmoses in cereals impor-
tant for Europe, but also include rice and sugarcane, two crops
that are vitally important on a global scale. They point out the
differences in vector species and list the Poaceae weeds in agro-
ecosystems from different parts of the world, thus providing the
Plant Pathology community with a good basis to construct full
epidemiological scenarios.

The paper “Evidence for seed transmission of sweet potato
symptomless virus 1 in sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas)” by Qiao
et al. presents unexpected results. For years, the phloem-limited
DNA viruses in the Geminiviridae family have generally been
considered as being not seed-transmissible. However, in the past
few years, several papers have suggested the possible seed-
transmission of several viruses in two genera of this family,
Begomovirus and Becurtovirus. The paper of Qiao and collabo-
rators in the present issue provides the first evidence of possible
seed transmission in another Geminiviridae genus, Mastrevirus,
demonstrating by PCR and high-throughput sequencing the pres-
ence of SPSV-1 in young sweet potato seedlings and whole
sweet potato seeds, seed coats/endosperm and embryos.
Although further confirmatorywork using converging diagnostic
techniques will be needed, this is a timely, well perfomed and
ground-breaking study for all researchers interested in
Geminiviridae.

The paper “Efficacy of native antagonistic rhizobacteria in the
biological control of Pythium aphanidermatum-induced

damping-off of cucumber in Oman” by Al-Daghari et al. de-
scribes the isolation, screening, characterization and performance
in greenhouse experiments of selected rhizobacteria against the
cucumber damping-off caused by Pythium aphanidermatum, a
destructive fungal disease of field- and greenhouse-grown plants
in Oman. Results are promising as one of these bacterial antag-
onists not only performed similarly to state of the art chemical
and biological control agents in reducing disease incidence, but
also enhanced significantly plant growth compared to the other
treatments. Although the mechanisms of action and the biosafety
of these antagonistic bacteria still need to be assessed, the authors
addressed the subject in an elegant way, by using traditional
phytopathological assays combined with molecular and electron
microscopy techniques. The general outcome of this research is
noteworthy not only because it increases the current knowledge
on the effects of rhizobacteria on oomycetes, but also because the
study was conducted in - and hence may be especially fruitful to-
an area of the world underrepresented in journals dealing with
plant pathology.

Finally, the paper titled “Characterization of bacterial
pathogens causing fruit soft rot and stem blight of bell pepper
in Georgia, USA” by Hua et al. was selected because it does
not only describe an important and often destructive bacterial
pathogen (Pectobacterium carotovorum subsp. brasiliense) as
the cause of a fruit soft rot and stem blight in bell pepper
(Capsicum annuum) for the first time from the USA, but it
also describes the related Pectobacterium aroidearum as a
cause of a similar disease in bell pepper. The latter is a new
record on pepper not only for the USA but worldwide. The
authors properly identified the pathogens involved, using state
of the art identification and pathogenicity methods, deter-
mined non-specificity of supposedly specific primers for
P. c. subsp. carotovorum and in the discussion give clues for
future research on effective prevention and control of the
emerging bell pepper fruit soft rot and stem blight disease.
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