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Abstract

In this article we explore how Swedish citizens perceive security threats, and how
threat perceptions overlap with ideology, trust and demographics. The results show
that concerns over security threats are foremost connected to an authoritarian out-
look. In addition, four typical groups of security orientations were identified. On
the one end of the spectrum, we found one group with anti-immigrant, anti-feminist
and anti-egalitarian opinions and low confidence in media and institutions. At the
other end, we identified a group dominated by women with university degrees, who
believe in egalitarian tolerance and display trust in societal institutions. Even though
the findings are in line with previous research on the radical right globally, we were
intrigued by the existence of a clearly defined group of respondents that oppose fem-
inism to the extent that it is even seen as a security threat. This is particularly strik-
ing given that Sweden is thought of as one of the most equal countries in the world,
with a government pursuing a feminist foreign policy.

Keywords Security - Feminism - Right-wing

Feminism and gender concerns are increasingly influencing foreign and security
policies. A feminist approach to foreign policy places emphasis on care and relation-
ships and is focused on the need for listening and inclusion (Aggestam et al. 2018;
Robinson, 2021). Sweden and Canada have embraced the feminist approach whole-
heartedly in adopting an explicitly feminist foreign policy. The fact that foreign and
security policies can be understood as gendered means that they can also be mas-
culinized. According to Agius and Edenborg (2019), Swedish and Russian foreign
policies are imbued with gendered power relations; in one corner there is, Sweden’s
progressive and feminist foreign and security policy, and in the other corner, Rus-
sia’s masculinist framed policy. Based on Sweden’s high profile, it is intriguing to
explore attitudes towards feminism and security. Previous research demonstrates that
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the success of feminist policies, in general, tends to create various forms of back-
lashes (for an overview see Flood et al. 2021). Has the strong political promotion
of feminism in the security policy domain evoked any reactions in Sweden, perhaps
even a backlash?

There is a lack of research exploring feminism in relation to perceptions amongst
the general public on national security. This is somewhat surprising since threats to
national security are powerful rhetorical emotional tools, which can effectively be
turned against feminism and women’s rights. Gendered perceptions should be under-
stood, at least partly, against the backdrop of the radical right movement. The notion
of security is at the very heart of that movement and the political agenda is often
formed in response to ‘elitist’ security agendas, accusing the elite of not understand-
ing, or acting upon, threats to the ‘people’. The rhetorical use of fear and threats is
effective in making citizens long for order and security, which increases public pref-
erences for authoritarian policies (Feldman, 2003; Hetherington and Suhay 2011;
Huddy et al. 2002; Merolla and Zeichmeister 2009; Perrin 2005).

The global radical right movement is not altogether easy to define, due to its vari-
ous national political expressions. In general, it is built upon a foundation of ethnon-
ationalism, with the aim of making the nation ethnically homogenous. Moreover,
there is a wish to return to traditional values, including law and order. There is also
resistance towards internationalization and a mistrust of the establishment, includ-
ing news media (Rydgren 2018, p. 2). Traditionally, the radical right movement
was created based on the notion of “us” and “them”, where the traditional “them”
has been concerned with race, ethnicity, and immigration (Wodak 2015). In the last
decade, scholars have begun to explore the intersection between race and other out-
groups, such as women and LBTQ-persons (Agius et al. 2020; Innes et al. 2021).
In being framed as a counter-movement to traditional values, feminism is portrayed
as a threat to the family, society, and nation (Grzebalska and Pet 2018; Verloo and
Paternotte, 2018). In general, threat perceptions are built upon anti-global, anti-
diversity, and anti-immigration. These are essential components in the narratives
of the radical right (Keskinen, 2013; Mullinari and Neergard 2014; Norocel et al.
2020).

The connection between radical right and feminism is intricate. One way of
understanding it is through the notion of ‘femonationalism’, which highlights how
feminism is used by xenophobic actors as a reason for attacking migrants for not
adhering to progressive liberal Western ideals related to feminism and women’s
rights (Farris, 2017). It is also important to note that even though anti-feminism is
primarily associated with radical right parties, it has also emerged as a new grass-
roots movement in various countries across the globe (Wojczewski 2020). In this
regard, anti-feminism cannot be reduced to a simple backlash but is rather a new
ideological political force that combines gender conservatism with a critique of neo-
liberalism and globalization (Korolczuk and Graff 2018).

In this study, we explore average Swedes’ threat perceptions and how these relate
to ideological preferences, trust (in the media, authorities, and politicians), and
demographics. We examine perceptions of antagonist threats, which refers to actors
or phenomena that appear as negative ‘others’, because of their potential for destabi-
lizing, or in other ways harming, the state. We explore perceptions of “established”
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antagonistic threats, such as military threats, as well as “new” threats, such as
migration and feminism, which have emerged alongside the rise of populism and
right-wing parties.

The following research questions were asked:

(1) Which security threats do the Swedish population identify?

(2) How do these threat perceptions correlate with political ideology (including
authoritarian right-wing attitudes) and trust (in the media, politicians, and
authorities)?

(3) How can these threat perceptions be explained based on demographics?

(4) On a group level, what security orientations can be identified in the population,
based on threat perceptions, ideological orientation, trust, and demographics?

1 The Swedish Case

Traditionally, Sweden has been understood as a progressive feminist state, stand-
ing up for women’s rights both at home and globally. Feminism is an explicit com-
ponent of the Swedish “feminist foreign policy” (Government Offices of Sweden/
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 2018, p. 6). For long, Sweden did not experience an
anti-feminist mobilization on the grass-root level, but that changed in the mid-2000s
(Johansson, 2014). For example, an online antifeminist counter-public has emerged
in Sweden, driven by highly educated men, who—empowered by anonymity—have
created viable and strong antifeminist online networks (Holm 2020). Another exam-
ple of an anti-feminist online publics is global incel forums, driven and dominated
by hatred towards women. A high share of participants in these forums are from
Sweden (Fernquist et al. 2020). In Sweden, there is also a growing radical right
movement with a strong anti-feminist message. The Swedish Security Police warns
of increasing support for the pro-violence alt-right movement driven by racism, anti-
migration, conspiracy theories, and anti-feminism (Sékerhetspolisen 2020).

Despite Sweden’s long history of being a consensus-driven democracy, public
opinion divergence has increased, at least in some policy areas. One such salient
issue is immigration. For a long time, Sweden was seen as a deviant case in the
European context, being one of the few countries that did not have representation
by a radical right party in the Parliament (Rydgren, 2002). However, that changed
in 2010, when the Sweden Democrats (SD) entered Parliament. Today, the party
fluctuates between being the second and third-largest party. It has mainly focused on
the migration issue. This has contributed to migration becoming a highly polarized
issue in the Swedish political debate during the last decade (Hovden and Mjelde
2019; Bergstrom et al. 2017). With the entry of the party, the appliance of the GAL/
TAN (Green/Alternative/Libertarian — Traditional/Authoritarian/Nationalist) divi-
sions of political conflicts become relevant for understanding cleavages in Swedish
politics (Demker and Odmalm, 2021).

SD is an interesting case, having to balance radical right attitudes in a national
context where gender equality is politically established to the extent that it has even
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become part of national identity (Towns et al. 2014). SD argues for a traditional
understanding of men and women, depicting men as breadwinners and women as
primarily responsible for running the household (Norocel et al. 2020; Towns et al.,
2014). According to Sager and Mulinari (2018), SD policies regarding feminism
have been centered on the notion of safety, where feminism, and women embodying
feminist opinions, have been seen as a threat to safety and national cohesion. At the
very same time, women’s rights and feminism have in relation to migrants, especially
Muslims, have been framed as being under threat and their argumention follows the
line of ‘Femonationalism’. This duality has also been noted amongst SD voters, who
tend to embrace gender equality, when being compared to what is depicted as Mus-
lim values, while they are critical of feminism. In this logic, the nation is threatened
by Islam from the outside, and by feminists from the inside (Mulinari and Neergard
2014).

Even though there has been a general tendency for the radical right movement
to hold anti-feminist opinions, the picture is multifaceted. Many European radical
right parties, including SD, have in fact started to embrace progressive Western lib-
eral ideas such as feminism and gay rights. In doing so, they place the threat from
migrants—Muslims in particular -at the forefront, arguing that Western values and
nations should be defended and that the defense should include all citizens regard-
less of gender and personal preferences (Duina and Carson, 2020). On the other
hand, Spierings et al (2017) argue that, even if radical right parties change their rhet-
oric, few of their voters are attracted by such opinions.

Previous research shows that Swedish citizens’ political opinions can be
explained by a range of factors, for example, place of residence (Andersson, et al.
2017) and educational level (Vestin 2017). Gender, educational level, and age have
proven to be important demographic factors for explaining differences in views on
immigration (Demker, 2017), whereas age and—to some extent—gender account
for differences in views on defense spending (Berndtsson, et al. 2017). When it
comes to security issues, previous research shows that gender often explains differ-
ences, where studies have shown that women are more likely to fear crime (Gustaf-
sod 1998), terrorism (Huddy et al. 2005), war (Eichenberg, 2019) and their personal
safety (Eichenberg et al. 2021). In a study on Swedish citizens’ perceivions of mili-
tary threats, terrorism, and crime, Wagnsson et al. (2020) show that differences in
age and gender are the main explanatory variables. Based on previous research, we
explore the impact of the following demographic variables: gender, age, country of
birth, and education.

2 Method

2.1 Measures

We base the study at hand on a questionnaire exploring security perceptions from
a broad perspective, ranging from ‘traditional’ topics related to military threats

and terrorism to less evident ‘others’ such as repressive views towards people like
migrants, LGBT persons or feminists.
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Due to the lack of established measures or scales, the questionnaire is self-made.
To a large extent, the survey is built on a focus group study exploring Swedish
citizens’ views on an array of security policy issues and their solutions. The focus
groups were constructed based on conversations in eight focus groups, with an aver-
age of seven respondents in each one. The respondents in the focus groups were
carefully selected to mirror a diversity of the Swedish population (for more details
see Wagnsson et al. 2020). It should thus be noted that feminism as a threat did not
emerge from the focus groups, but came up as a free text answer in another survey
on security perceptions conducted by the authors (for details see Wagnsson et al.
2020). Several respondents stated in their free-text answers that feminists or Swe-
den’s feminist foreign policy constitute a security threat.

In conducting the survey at hand, we focus on security threats and measures
to deal with these threats based on the focus group discussions and the free text
answers. In addition, we added questions related to values (both derived from the
GAL/TAN scale as well as from the traditional left/right scale), and questions
related to trust in media, authorities, and politicians. Moreover, we included ques-
tions related to media use.

The questionnaire was designed to measure the following variables:

e Security perceptions: Opinions on defense, crisis and security issues included
concerns, attitude to national threats (e.g. foreign powers, terrorism, migration,
Islam, intolerance, lack of common values), and attitude to how to cope with
national threats

e General ideological orientation was measured through items on both the left/
right dimension and the GAL/TAN (e.g. attitude to migration levels, LGBT
rights, and multiculturalism).

Confidence and trust in politicians, authorities, and media
Demographic data included gender, age, residence, country of birth, and educa-
tion.

e Security orientations: Groups with certain orientations based on threat percep-
tions, ideology, trust, and demographics

2.2 Respondents

A strength of the study is the large sample of 3000 respondents. Still, some groups
may be under-or overrepresented. One clearly underrepresented group is the for-
eign-born one. In the sample, 6% are foreign-born, while they constitute 18% of
the general population (Statistics Sweden).! The reason for the underrepresenta-
tion maybe a lack of language skills or lack of experience in Swedish society. An
overrepresented group is those with a higher educational level. In the sample, 40%
have at least a three-year university education. The corresponding figure in the gen-
eral population is 27% (Statistics Sweden). Finally, pensioners are overrepresented.

! All population percentages are taken from Statistics Sweden’s website (www.scb.se).
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The cohorts aged between 65 and 75 years are somewhat larger in the sample than
the younger cohorts. This pattern is not seen in the general population, where the
cohorts older than 55 years are smaller than the younger cohorts (Statistics Sweden).
One reason for their overrepresentation maybe that pensioners have more time to
respond to questionnaires.

2.3 Procedures and Analysis

The survey was conducted as a web survey. The data collection was done in col-
laboration with Kantar/SIFO, a company in the field of public opinion and market-
ing research. The survey was done using a web panel with over 100 000 respond-
ents. The panel consists of randomly recruited persons, from 16 years of age and
older, and is representative of Internet users in Sweden. The data collection was
conducted for two weeks in June of 2018. 3000 respondents filled in the question-
naire. The survey stayed open until that number had been reached, after which new
potential respondents were invited to participate during that period. The participa-
tion rate was 37% which was calculated by looking at the proportion of panelists
who received the survey and also answered it before it closed.

In the analysis, we explored how the indexes correlated. This exercise was invalue
in exposing interesting nuances in relation to security perceptions, i.e. how general
ideological orientation and level of trust (in the media, politicians, and authorities)
correlated with security perceptions. After that, we took a closer look at demo-
graphics, i.e. on how the perceptions identified corresponded with demographic fac-
tors (gender, age, and education). Finally, we performed cluster analysis, looking
into indexes, and demographics in order to identify groups with diverging security
orientations.

The indexes were designed using factor analyses of the various blocks of ques-
tions (principal components with varimax rotation). The index’s reliability was
measured by Cronbach’s alpha. Items that reduced the reliability were excluded
from the indexes. The relationship between the indexes was studied by correlation
analysis (Pearson bivariate). The difference between subgroups was mapped via
t-test (independent samples) or variance analysis (one-way ANOVA). Survey ques-
tions that did not correlate with other items were omitted from the analysis. One
such question is the fear of terrorism. It should also be noted that the index Femi-
nism concerns is weaker than the other indexes since it is formed with only two
items. Classification into clusters was done using a cluster analysis (k-means). The
cluster analysis was done on the multi-item indexes that were constructed with the
factor analysis as the basis. Terrorism was included in the cluster analysis in one
single item.

@ Springer



73

The Evolving Security Landscape: Citizens' Perceptions of...

$6'0 09'T LOS z pasoddo aq prnoys 31 Jey) pue AI9100S 03 JeIY) B ST WSTUILIYJ Jey) MIIA oY, SUIOOUOD WISTUIW,]
LI1Un22S S, UdPING 0] SID2AY] SISNDI UIPIMNG
€01 LTS 106 [ u1 uoyp2nupysy, :o[dwrexy "sjeaIy) S)MI)Suod WSIWAIXS SNOISI[I PUL ‘We[S] ‘UONBISIWI Jey) MITA Y], UIOOUO0D UOTjeISTIIw]
ot
S, UPPIMS U1 YO0 LIDIIUL D 2q []1M 24211 1Y) UL2OU0D oL S1 28.4] Moy, :9[durexy -suonuour
9.0 89'C VLL ¥ [1A9 9ARY] S9JB)S UOIIRU JOYI0 JBY) JO jorNe ATej[IW € 0) Pa)oalqns 9q [[Im UIPIMS Jey) UIddU0d Y], UIOU0D Yoehe AIe)[IA
L11un22s S UIPIMS SUID2AY] (ISVH IPPIA
ayy ur suonuadtaur Kipjaqnu sp yons) £a1j0d usia.of g, 9idwexy “wsierradwr g pue suorurdo s opd
080 +T€ TIL S -00d SIOYI0 JO 9OUBIS[OIUI ‘SIOPEI] JUSWUISAOS S[qRI[oIun JO 9snedaq 9SIou SJeaIy) JBy) MATA AU, UIOOUOD UOTJBMIS PLIOAM
suondaouad 11.4nd2ag
swajqoxd
LTT I€E€ 09L T uonerstuwr ssaxddns eipaw jeyy pue 3091105 Afeonijod oq 0) suoid SI BIPIW YSIPIMS IRy} MIIA Y], ISNISIP BIPIIN
80 ¥1'€ €6L ¥ OIpeRI/UOISIAQ[Q) 01A13s o1jqnd pue ‘ssaxd A[rep ‘woysAs 2onsnl oy ‘sueronijod ur 2duUpyuo)) 1SN JUdWYSI[qeIsy
suor1do ISnAISIp/ISNAL
Jvsodoid poo8 v s1 uapamg u1 s2a8nfa1 arouw Su1a1222y,, 9 dwexy ‘Sui3aq 01 spnynye daIssaidar
L60 T6'T 19% 9 -UOU B SE [[9M SE ‘S993nJal pue ‘uoneISIul ‘WsIeInnonmu ‘siysu g0 spremo) opnmime aanisod y Q0URIS[O] UBLIEITRSH
L uoynaSuuy Suniu) £q passaippo
2q pmoys K314ndas S, uaPams 01 sipa.y [, :d[dwexH 9sujop AIe)I[Iul OSUOLS PUR ‘SIN[BA [SIPIMS UI
660 S¥'S 0P8 ¢ uoneONnp? ‘uoneISIWWI PIJOLIsal ‘Saoujuas uostid 1a3uo] Aq paSeuew oq P[NOYS SIBAIY) JBY) MITA Y], WSIUBLIBILIOYINE [RUONIPEI],
UONDIUILIO [DI180]0IPI [DI2UIL)
as W 0 SWI JO ‘ON JuAuUOD xopuf

S pue ueaw AJI[IQEI[AI ‘SW)T JO JOqUINU “JUSJUOD JIAY) ‘SAXIpur oy, | 3|qe]

pringer

As



74 E.-K. Olsson Gardell et al.

3 Results
3.1 Indexing Security Perceptions and Opinions

An exploratory factor analysis was performed in order to form indexes related to
perceptions of security threats. It resulted in eight indexes with satisfying internal
reliability (a>0.70) (see Table 1). The indexes are presented below:

As presented in the table above, three types of indexes were identified in the
empirical material, related to ideology, trust, and security perceptions.

The two ideologically-oriented indexes were named Traditional authoritarianism
and Egalitarian tolerance. Traditional authoritarianism denotes a high inclination
towards handling threats to Swedish security by taking a stronger stance towards
antagonistic actors, longer and harder prison sentences, restriction of immigra-
tion, education in Swedish values, and strengthening of defense capability and
defense budget. Egalitarian tolerance denotes a high inclination towards strength-
ening LGBT rights, multiculturalism, labor immigration, refugee reception, and a
reluctance to introduce a ban on begging. The two ideologically orientated indexes
have a strong negative correlation. The respondents either score high in Traditional
authoritarianism or high in Egalitarian tolerance, not in both. It should be noted
that the survey included questions that were aimed at capturing right/left positions
on economic issues (privatization, government spending, etc.). These questions did
not reach satisfying reliability in terms of indexing. As a result, our findings indicate
that security orientations are better understood using ideological measurements of
values, rather than by using a traditional left/right scale.

Next, we found two indexes related to trust and distrust in politicians, authori-
ties, and the media. These indexes were mutually exclusive. We also identified
four security indexes. The first index group consists of people who score high on
fear of US foreign policy, unreliable leaders, men as leaders, and intolerancediffer-
ent of opinions. The second index group scored high in fear of a military attack in
Sweden’s neighborhood and Russian foreign policy. The third index relates to reli-
gious extremism, islamization, fragmentation of Swedish values, and immigrants.
The fourth index relates to feminism where there was a correlation between people
who saw feminism as a threat and those who thought that fighting feminism would
increase Sweden’s security.

On a general level, the findings emphasize the connection between ideology and
views on national security. Thus, it is not a traditional left/right support that seems
to drive national security preferences but rather values measured by the GAL/TAN
scale.

3.2 Correlation between Security Orientations Indexes, Ideology, and Trust
Next, we explore how the indexes identified above correlated, i.e. the relations

between the security perceptions, ideological orientation, and trust and distrust will
be explored (Table 2).
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As shown in the table, Traditional authoritarianism correlates with World situ-
ation concern, Military attack concern, Immigration concern, and Feminism con-
cern. People with this orientation are concerned with security in general, both with
new and traditional threats. The correlation is strongest between Traditional authori-
tarianism, Immigration concern, and Media distrust, and negatively correlated with
Establishment trust. Furthermore, Traditional authoritarianism also correlates with
Military attack concern and Feminism concern to similar degrees. What we know
from previous research is that a conservative outlook correlates with pro-militarism
in general (Wagner et al, 2018). As accounted for in the introduction of the article,
authoritarianism and right-wing parties tend to view immigrants as threats and to
have a strong anti-elite and anti-feminism orientation, where established media is
seen as an extension of the elite. Opposition to immigration is usually the strongest
reason underpinning support for the radical right (Spierings and Zaslove, 2015). We
found the correlation with feminism as a threat somewhat unforeseen, given Swe-
den’s traditional and official feminist orientation, and that the issue has not been
politicized in the public debate.

Looking at the other ideological index, Egalitarian tolerance, we can see that it
only correlates with Establishment trust and to some extent World situation concern.
The index is by and large opposite mirror of Traditional authoritarianism, and the
strongest negative correlations can be seen when it comes to Immigration concern
and Media distrust. In this regard, we can conclude that people with this orientation
do not primarily understand the world in terms of threats and securities, but rather
emphasize the role of values related to diversity and human rights, which directly
opposes the threats depicted by the Traditional authoritarianism worldview. The
threat that they do acknowledge is caused by US foreign policy and unpredictable
(male) leaders who wage war.

3.3 How Indexes Correlate with Demographics

In this section, we explore how the indexes correlated with educational level, age,
and gender (Table 3).

When it comes to educational level, the table shows that the group that
have a university degree as the highest completed educational level is signifi-
cantly more characterized by Egalitarian tolerance and Establishment trust and less
by Immigration concern, Traditional authoritarianism, Media distrust and Feminism
concern. That is, citizens with university degrees worry less about immigration and
feminism, whereas there is no difference between citizens with or without univer-
sity degrees when it comes to Military attacks and World situation concern. There
were no significant differences for the other indexes.

Regarding age, we can see that the group above the age of 50 has significantly
more of, Traditional authoritarianism while the group under 50 has more Egalitar-
ian tolerance. Respondents over 50 are also more worried about immigration. There
were smaller or non-significant differences for the other indexes.

When it comes to gender, we can see that men have somewhat more Immigration
concern, Media distrust and Feminism concern, while women have more Military
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attack concern, World situation concern, Establishment trust, and Egalitarian toler-
ance. This confirms previous research stating that women are less inclined to fear
immigration (Demker, 2017), and more inclined to fear war (Eichenberg, 2019)
but at the same, they are, less in favor of the use of military force (Feinstein 2017,
Lizotte 2019). These findings are also in line with previous research stating that
women tend to be more supportive of government efforts to protect racial and ethnic
minorities (1994).

Concerning Feminism concern, one would expect that it is exclusively men who
see feminism as a threat. Men are in clear majority and there is a significant gender
difference (Pearson Chi-Square 101,790; p>0.000). However, even some women
worry about feminism. While 12 percent of the men agreed with the statement that
feminism is a threat to Swedish security, only four percent of the women did. In
summary, the results show that women are less inclined to embrace threats percep-
tions related to immigrants and feminism, which are generally favored by the radical
right and populist parties. It can be noted that the dominance of men among radical
right voters is a consistent finding across national contexts (Coffée, 2018).

3.4 Identifying Security Orientations

Finally, we conducted a cluster analysis in order to find groups with typical security
orientations (Table 4).

In the cluster analysis. we identified four groups with the following characteris-
tics in relation to each other:

1. 7 Radical-Rightists”: This group holds anti-immigration, anti-feminist and anti-
egalitarian opinions. They are concerned about terrorism and have low con-
fidence in media and established institutions. They are relatively more active
online.

2. “Conservatives”: This group includes more pensioners who live far from univer-
sities in smaller towns or rural areas. They are worried about immigration but also
about terrorism, traditional military threats, and the world situation. They do not
show distrust in media and established institutions and do not regard feminism
as a threat.

3. ”The Averages”: This group is in-between the other groups on all variables. On
most variables, it has groups 1 and 2 on one side and group 4 on the other. This
group can be regarded as consisting of “The average Joe/Jane”.

4. ”Urban Multiculturalists": This group includes many educated women living in
university areas. They are less worried about terrorism, immigration, or feminism
and score high on Egalitarian tolerance. They trust the institutions and the media.
They are more active online.

The cluster analysis highlights the fact that the conservative anti-immigration
group actually consists of two groups: one is more radical, “radical-rightists” and
one is more traditional conservative, “conservatives”. These two groups differ con-
cerning feminism. “Conservatives” do not perceive feminism as a threat to the same
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extent as the “radical-rightists”. Moreover, even though both groups are concerned
about immigration, the “radical rightists” see immigration as a security threat to a
larger extent than “conservatives” do. “Conservatives” are also more worried about
traditional security threats and have more trust in media and authorities compared
to the “radical-rightists”. The connection between populist radical right groups and
Russia has been debated recently (Weiss 2020; Helmus et al. 2018; Butt and Bayman
2020). We can conclude that military attack concern, which are dominated by views
of Russian foreign policy as a threat, is stronger amongst “conservatives” compared
to the “radical-rightists”. Finally, we also identified a group that worry less about the
security threats identified in the study at hand, and that group is, university-educated
women.

4 Discussion

The empirical section explored how citizens perceive security threats, how these
perceptions intersect, and how they relate to ideology, trust, and demographics. We
started out by identifying indexes of security perceptions, which show how percep-
tions are combined. We found four such indexes. The three strongest indexes con-
cern Russian foreign policy and the risk of a military attack; US foreign policy and
the risk of (male) unpredictable world leaders; and finally the risk of immigrants,
religious extremism, and the threat to traditional Swedish values. As a two-item
index, feminism as a threat to security was identified. What stands out is that percep-
tions regarding immigration, and Islam emerge as a clearly salient set of opinions
amongst Swedish citizens. These findings are in line with recent political develop-
ments in Sweden and the rise of the Sweden Democrats party. It is interesting to
note that feminism emerges as a security threat in the survey. Potential implications
of this finding will be discussed further below.

From the material we also identified two ideological and value-driven indexes,
Traditional authoritarianism and Egalitarian tolerance and two indexes about trust
and mistrust in the media and authorities. We could see that Traditional authori-
tarianism is an index that correlates with all security perceptions, as well as with
Media distrust and negatively with Trust in authorities. This finding corresponds
with previous research on radical right voters who oppose immigrants and feminism
and have a strong anti-elite orientation. These perceptions are interesting since they
break with what is considered to be the Swedish typical national features, such as
trust in politicians, authorities, and news media (Martinsson and Andersson 2019).
Previous research tells us that there is a link between perceptions of feminism and
ideological orientation were those individuals who score high in authoritarianism
tend to embrace traditional social norms (e.g. Campbell and Erzeel 2018). Since
feminism challenges those norms, it is not surprising that it has emerged as a threat.
Based on the empirics, it is evident that threat perceptions no longer solely include
traditional military threats, but that also involve ‘internal others’, such as migrants
and feminism.

When it comes to demography, we can see that gender and educational level are
the factors most strongly related to a person’s security perceptions. The tendency
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is that working-class men dominate the authoritarian anti-immigration side, while
women who have higher education dominate the egalitarian side. Regarding this,
our findings are consistent with previous research on the radical right stating that
it is mostly men that sympathize with such opinions. Moreover, women tend to
be more concerned about war in general than men (Eichenberg 2019). In addi-
tion, women tend to be less supportive of “hawkish” measures regarding the use
of military force (Brooks and Valentino 2011; Eichenberg 2003; Eichenberg and
Read 2016).

Based on cluster analysis, four groups were identified.” Radical-Rightists”,
“Conservatives”,” The Averages”, and”Urban Multiculturalists". The analy-
sis shows that people with authoritarian anti-immigration views consist of two
groups, where one is generally more radical and where respondents also perceive
feminism as a security threat. The other group also worries about immigration,
but score relatively high on trust and tolerance. The group with a more traditional
conservative outlook is far less worried about feminism as compared to the more
radical group. Conservatives are in fact the ones that worries the most about tra-
ditional security threats, including both Russia and US foreign policies and the
risk of military violence.

The analysis reveals two groups with strongly opposing opinions, The Urban
Multiculturalists, and The Radical-Rightists. The latter group has strong anti-egal-
itarian and anti-feminist attitudes, whereas the former advocates LGBT rights, mul-
ticulturalism, and immigrant reception. Both groups were also relatively more active
online. The fact that they strongly oppose one another can be explained by the fact
that the two groups share a superficial closeness when it comes to their criticism of
economic liberalism and globalization. This makes them clash the hardest over gen-
der equality, where they hold in essence diametrically opposing opinions (Lom-
bardo and Kantola 2019). Therefore, they are likely to attract a fair share of media
attention, fitting into the media dramaturgy centered on conflict further polarizing
feminism as an issue.

The politicization of immigrants has been pushed onto the agendas of Swed-
ish established political parties by a highly polarized public opinion and the fast-
growing nationalistic political party Sweden Democrats. The threat of feminism has
not yet been subjected to mainstream media- and political debates. On the contrary,
there is an official consensus that equality between men and women is crucial and
should be encouraged, even though established political parties vary in terms of
how much weight they give to the issue. However, if anti-feminism will follows the
pattern seen previously when it comes to migration, we can expect that politiciza-
tion of feminism, driven by radical and populist movements, will be picked up by
other political parties and consequently spill over into the political mainstream field
(Krzyzanowski 2018).

A limitation of this study is that the survey did not allow for respondents to
elaborate on their answers, and therefore we are not able to say anything regarding
in what way, and why, feminism is perceived as a threat to national security. One
explanation could be that feminism is simply perceived as an expression of elite
values, and therefore opposed by the respondents. In line with this explanation,
it is mostly the values and norms underpinning, and associated with, feminism

@ Springer



82 E.-K. Olsson Gardell et al.

that are considered as threatening. However, it could also well be that respond-
ents share the views promoted by spokespersons for the radical right movement,
arguing that Sweden’s foreign and security policy is infiltrated by a “pathological
feminism”, which makes the nation unable to defend and fight for itself, only to
be left with the ‘female’ response of surrendering to and pleasing foreign powers
(Nilsson 2019).

Finally, it is somewhat surprising to find a clearly defined group of Swedish
respondents who oppose feminism to the extent that they percieve it as a secu-
rity threat. This is particularly striking given that Sweden is considered to be one
of the most equal countries in the world, with a government pursuing a femi-
nist foreign policy. On the other hand, it could also be seen as an expected back-
lash given the high feminism profile Sweden wants to hold, in general, and of
the Swedish foreign policy in particular. Despite awareness of a growing popular
anti-feminist movement, most studies on anti-genderism have been done on right-
wing parties and various subgroups such as incel-groups. Our findings stress the
importance of examining attitudes among the general public. This is particularly
relevant in a time when politics is increasingly driven by feelings of threats and
insecurities, aimed at evoking emotional engagement, often playing the card of
various in and out-groups. Our findings underline that more research is needed
on how and why feminism is perceived as a source of insecurity amongst the gen-
eral public. We encourage future research to provide a deeper understanding of
the phenomenon and to elaborate on how such perceptions can be addressed and
mitigated.

Appendix |

See Tables 5. 6 and 7.

Table 5 The differences between respondents with secondary (or elementary) school respectively univer-
sity education as highest level completed

University Secondary school t P

N=1793 N=1176
Immigration concern 3.14 3.47 -8.34 .000
Feminism concern 1.51 1.76 —6.68 .000
Establishment trust 3.22 3.01 6.82 .000
Media distrust 3.14 3.59 “8.88 .000
Traditional authoritarianism 3.30 3.75 —-11.99 .000
Egalitarian tolerance 3.06 2.68 9.89 .000
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Table 6 The differences between respondents above respectively under the age of 50

Age <50 N=1455 Age> =50 N=1560 t p
World situation concern 3.19 3.29 3.07 .002
Military attack concern 2.64 2.71 2.52 .012
Immigration concern 3.18 3.35 4.39 .000
Establishment trust 3.10 3.18 2.61 .009
Media distrust 3.19 341 4.32 .000
Traditional authoritarianism 3.34 3.60 6.86 .000
Egalitarian tolerance 3.06 2.79 -17.09 .000

Table 7 The differences between men and women

M Men N=1557 M Women t P
N=1458
World situation concern 3.08 3.45 —11.66 .000
Military attack concern 2.60 2.77 —-5.74 .000
Immigration concern 3.36 3.16 4.92 .000
Feminism concern 1.77 1.42 10.27 .000
Establishment trust 3.07 3.22 —4.58 .000
Media distrust 3.52 3.03 9.80 .000
Traditional authoritarianism 3.53 341 3.30 .000
Egalitarian tolerance 2.73 3.14 -10.97 .000
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