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Students and young researchers will find in this article a clear and accurate presentation of fundamental concepts in chemical kinetics: reaction rates, elementary reactions and mechanisms, kinetic constants and relation to thermodynamics, and energies of activation. The discussions are based on specialized literature without going into detail and avoid misunderstandings and sometimes errors found in the general literature and on the Internet. With this aim, an original approach is sometimes adopted.
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                    Notes
	Two conventions are used for the sign of the stoichiometric coefficients, depending on the authors and the context. The coefficients are usually represented by positive numbers. It can also be agreed that they are positive for the products and negative for the reagents, as in Eq. 4.


	The derivation of this expression is given by Laidler [1], Sect. 4.5.3. We have inserted the term 1/c0 for the same reason as in Eq. 14.
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