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                    Abstract
Human female preferences for male traits may be indicative of sexual selection pressures. Previous data suggest women’s preferences for masculine features appear to be highest around peak times of fertility. Preferences for sexually dimorphic features at different times of risk of conception suggest women may be shifting mate preferences or mating strategies. Two datasets presented here show women’s preferences for digitally masculinized or feminized faces after recently giving birth and caring for a young baby. Findings from an online sample (n = 211) and the Philippines (n = 155) indicate women during the first year after giving birth expressed a preference for feminized male faces. Moreover, in the same Philippines study, nulliparous women (n = 105) similarly displayed a preference for feminized male faces. These findings suggest women caring for a young infant may be utilizing contextual mating strategies in a time of low-risk of conception, while a preference for feminine male faces may also be suggestive of the wider variation in face dimorphism preferences cross-culturally.
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