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To the editor:

Combined baccalaureate-MD (e.g., BA/MD and BS/MD)
programs are niche pathways that offer high school students
conditional acceptance into medical school. As students in a
combined BS/MD program, we read with great interest Lin
and colleagues’ report, which sought to characterize research
perceptions among college-level students in combined BA/
MD programs [1]. Below, we present anecdotal descriptions
of experiences at our undergraduate institution, which we
believe speak to the efficacy of faculty mentorship programs.

In our accelerated BS/MD program, two semesters of
undergraduate research credit were required to matriculate
to medical school. We found that the flexible yet struc-
tured mentorship offered by our program was beneficial for
our personal and professional development. While P.S.P.
explored preventative measures for catheter associated uri-
nary tract infections, L.K.W. conducted environmental con-
servation research in the Galapagos Islands. The laboratory
setting helped P.S.P. learn the fundamentals of the scien-
tific method and analytical thinking, allowing him to create
a dynamic mental framework that he still uses to conduct
research projects as a medical student. The cultural compe-
tency and understanding of the multidimensional factors that
influence health that L.K.W. developed when living with a
host family in the Galapagos continue to guide his popula-
tion health research and his current pursuit of a Master of
Public Health degree in medical school.
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Combined BS/MD programs that support faculty men-
torship and research can be highly beneficial for the per-
sonal and professional development of students. Through
our experiences in undergraduate research as part of our
seven-year BS/MD program, we gained valuable skills and
knowledge that we continue to use in medical school. Our
anecdotes highlight the importance of such research pro-
grams in preparing students for success in medical school
and beyond.
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