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Dear Editor,

We greatly enjoyed reading a recent paper regarding the 
implementation of remote teaching in international histopa-
thology electives [1] and had a few reflections as final year 
medical students with a particular interest in histopathology.

Firstly, to see the institution reviewing their practices 
in order to provide favourable outcomes for their students 
is commendable. Whilst we agree with the positives men-
tioned, increased globalisation of teaching and increased 
flexibility and individualisation of learning, the limitations 
for this format of remote elective in pathology were not 
explored thoroughly.

As medical students, we view our final year elective as 
an opportunity to explore the career that has most interested 
us in our studies, and we feel this format of elective detracts 
from the actual daily activities and challenges experienced 
by a histopathologist. Firstly, the lack of access to obser-
vation/completion of dissection was not mentioned in this 
review — as students on a case/problem-based learning 
course, the opportunity to watch and partake in dissection 
facilitates learning of surgical procedures, rationalising dis-
section in anatomical space, and helps in developing diag-
nosis via macroscopic description. Additionally, whilst some 
specialised biomedical scientists are completing specimen 
dissection in the UK, more complex cases are ultimately 
viewed by pathologists and thus students interested in the 
specialty will be missing out on a large aspect of the career 
in this format of teaching.

Additionally, whilst essential during these times, remote 
electives have further drawbacks not mentioned in this 
review unlike one completed by an alternative institution 
[2]. Where they saw limitations in the student’s ability to 

engage emotionally, cognitively, and physically with the 
course — we felt the survey design in this study could have 
allowed students to reflect and discuss more around issues 
experienced as opposed to a simple Likert format.

In summary, whilst it is refreshing to see the teaching of 
diagnostic microscopy progressing and modernising — we 
fear this paper did not address the limitations and missed 
learning opportunities that this elective format is suscep-
tible to.
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