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Dear Editor,

We read with great interest the article by Emahiser et al. 
which investigates the reasons for declining live lecture 
attendance among undergraduate medical students [1]. 
As final year medical students at British medical schools, 
we full-heartedly support the authors view that carefully 
tailored active learning sessions may improve live lecture 
attendance.

In the article by Emahiser et al., active learning modali-
ties had higher satisfaction rates among medical students 
over traditional lecture-based learning [1]. Peninsula Medi-
cal School has moved away from didactic teaching, adopt-
ing a type of active learning modality called problem-based 
learning (PBL). PBL encourages critical thinking skills, 
analytic skills and decision-making [2, 3]. We feel that 
this is a better suited style of learning for medical stu-
dents as it helps us demonstrate our practical application 
of knowledge onto clinical scenarios. We also agree that 
the possible main contributor to poor live lecture attend-
ance is whether lecture material is beneficial to Board exam 
learning [1]. As medical students, we understand that time 
is valuable and attending lectures that do not meet our 
academic needs to pass Board exams is counterintuitive 
towards our learning.

We recommend the authors consider the impacts of 
monitoring attendance to improve live lecture attendance. 
At Peninsula Medical School, lecture attendance is man-
datory. As also explained in Emahiser et al., our medical 
school faculty became increasingly concerned about the 

poor levels of student attendance and professionalism [1]. 
Thus, lectures became diligently monitored by assigned 
staff, which has drastically improved cohort attendance 
but at the cost of the cohort’s morale. Repercussions for 
non-attendance may include warning emails, an academic 
tutor meeting and further escalation with the professional-
ism lead. These reprimands might seem menial; however, 
the fear of this affecting medical school progression is 
grave enough to cut losses and attend lectures no mat-
ter the value to learning. We feel that student attendance 
on par with student learning should be entrusted to stu-
dents, as explained in Lamb et al. [4]. Faculties should 
support students in meeting their educational needs in 
passing Board exams and not patrol them for their lecture 
attendance.

It is undeniable that the COVID-19 pandemic has dis-
rupted medical education [5]. We feel the author should 
consider the added challenges brought by this. Internet 
issues, administrative problems and poor time manage-
ment are new factors that may heavily impact live lecture 
attendance. We anticipate that this shift towards remote 
learning will prove to be the new norm for the foreseeable 
future.
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