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Bronze life-size statue by the Dutch sculpturer Herman Lam-
ers (1954, https:// www. herma nlame rs. nl/) of Rigardus Rijnhout 
(“de Reus van Rotterdam”, “the Rotterdam giant”), flanked by 
a pair of his replicated bronze shoes and a chair, was erected in 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands in 2011 (Figs. 1, 2).

The acromegalic giant, Rigardus Rijnhout was born on 
the 21th of April 1922 in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. His 
final height was 2.375 m. And the length of his feet was 
36.0 cm. He developed normally until the age of 3. At the 
age of 13, his height was already 1.90 m. At the age of 21, he 
was treated with external pituitary radiotherapy. He stopped 
growing at the age of 24. He developed hypopituitarism, for 
which he received desiccated thyroid extract and testoster-
one proprionate injections. He died at the age of 36, on the 
13th of April 1959, as a result of a (uro-)sepsis after being 
hospitalized for 141 days under the care of the endocrinolo-
gist Andries Querido (1912–2001) in the Leiden University 
Hospital, Leiden, the Netherlands [1, 2].

At least three other bronze (life-size) statues of once 
famous acromegalic giants exist. In this journal there was 
already a report on the bronze statue of Robert Persh-
ing Wadlow (2.72  m., 1918–1940) in Alton, Illinois, 
USA, which was created in 1985 by the American sculp-
turer Edward Engelhardt Giberson (1948) [3]. A bronze 
life-size statue of Fermin Arrudi Urieta (223.5  cm, 
1870–1913, “el Gigante de Sallent”, “the Sallent giant”, 
“the Aragonese giant”) [4, 5] was created in 2014 by 
the Spanish sculpturer Jaqués Pedro J Larraz and can be 
found in Sallent de Gállego, Spain. A bronze life-size 
statue of Jose Calderon Torres (235  cm, 1915–1973, 
“the Tampico Giant”) [6], seated on a bronze bench was 
created in 1975 by the Mexican sculpturer Víctor Hugo 
Yáñez Piña (1967) and named “Peptito el Terrestre”. It 
can be found in Tampico, Colonia Arenal, Mexico.
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Fig. 1  Photograph of the life-size bronze statue and bronze 
shoe replicas of Rigardus Rijnhout (1922–1959) in Rot-
terdam, the Netherlands. Photograph taken by Wouter de 
Herder

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s40618-023-02139-8&domain=pdf
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1463-5165
https://www.hermanlamers.nl/


758 Journal of Endocrinological Investigation (2024) 47:757–758

1 3

Declarations 

Conflict of interest The authors declare that they have no conflict of 
interest.

Ethical approval This article does not contain any studies with human 
participants or animals performed by the author.

Informed consent No informed consent.

Open Access  This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attri-
bution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing, adapta-
tion, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long 
as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, 
provide a link to the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes 
were made. The images or other third party material in this article are 
included in the article's Creative Commons licence, unless indicated 
otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in 
the article's Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will 
need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a 
copy of this licence, visit http:// creat iveco mmons. org/ licen ses/ by/4. 0/.

References

 1. de Herder WW, Périé J, Gnodde A (2012) Gigantism and acromeg-
aly in the 20th century. NPN Drukkers, Breda, The Netherlands

 2. de Herder WW, Berverling J (2022) De Reus van Rotterdam: 
Rigardus Rijnhout, 1922–2022. In: Rotterdams Jaarboekje 2022. 
Rotterdam, Veenman 174–85

 3. de Herder WW (2005) Endocrinology and art. A bronze statue of 
the tallest acromegalic giant. J Endocrinol Invest 28(7):671–672. 
https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ BF033 47270

 4. Andolz R (1998) Fermín Arrudi El Gigante Aragonés. Zaragoza: 
Mira Editores SA

 5. Beckers A, Jaffrain-Rea ML, Daly AE (2009) De la génétique 
des adénomes hypophysaires familiaux. Bull Acad Natl Med 
193(7):1557–1570 (Discussion 70–1)

 6. Ramírez-Rentería C, Hernández-Ramírez LC, Portocarrero-Ortiz 
L, Vargas G, Melgar V, Espinosa E et al (2016) AIP mutations 
in young patients with acromegaly and the Tampico Giant: the 
Mexican experience. Endocrine 53(2):402–411. https:// doi. org/ 
10. 1007/ s12020- 016- 0930-9

Publisher's Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

Fig. 2  Photograph of Rigardus Rijnhout (1922–1959) at 
the age of 31 years in Rotterdam, the Netherlands next to 
a person of ordinary size. Picture postcard from the collec-
tion of Wouter de Herder
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