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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the final issue of Molecular Diagnosis & Therapy for 2020.
This year has presented many challenges, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has contributed 

to ensuring the journal has thrived despite the extraordinary circumstances that the science community, and the world in 
general, has faced.

I would like to start by thanking the authors of the articles published in Molecular Diagnosis & Therapy over the course 
of 2020. The enthusiasm of all authors for their chosen fields and their willingness to contribute content to the journal are 
crucial for its continued success.

The quality of published articles is also testament to the diligence of the peer reviewers, whose willingness to share 
their expertise ensures that the journal’s content is held to the highest standard. I would like to acknowledge the following 
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The COVID-19 pandemic has reinforced the importance of rapid and wide dissemination of high-quality information. 
Springer Nature is supporting the global response to COVID-19 by making all relevant content immediately and freely 
available. Indeed, Molecular Diagnosis & Therapy has published a number of papers relevant to the COVID-19 pandemic 
that are free to access, including the following:

• Zhang L, Miao S, Qin Z, et al. Preliminary analysis of B- and T-cell responses to SARS-CoV-2. Mol Diagn Ther. 
2020;24:601–9. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4029 1-020-00486 -3

• Chalkias A, Mouzarou A, Samara E, et al. Soluble urokinase plasminogen activator receptor: A biomarker for predict-
ing complications and critical care admission of COVID-19 patients. Mol Diagn Ther. 2020;24:517–21. https ://doi.
org/10.1007/s4029 1-020-00481 -8

• Usherwood T, Zhang L, Tripathi A. The path forward for COVID-19 diagnostics. Mol Diagn Ther. Epub 14 September 
2020. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4029 1-020-00492 -5

• Farshidfar N, Hamedani S. The potential role of smartphone-based microfluidic systems for rapid detection of COVID-19 
using saliva specimen. Mol Diagn Ther. 2020;24:371–3. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4029 1-020-00477 -4

• Land WG. Use of DAMPs and SAMPs as therapeutic targets or therapeutics: A note of caution. Mol Diagn Ther. 
2020;24:251–62. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4029 1-020-00460 -z

The high quality of the content published in Molecular Diagnosis & Therapy has been reflected in the most recent impact 
factor of 3.380 and CiteScore of 5.4. Further, the journal has published content in a timely manner, with an average time 
from submission to first decision of 28 days and from acceptance to online publication of 90 days.

In 2021, Molecular Diagnosis & Therapy will continue to provide you with high-interest, clinically relevant content in 
the latest molecular diagnostic and therapeutic techniques and their use in precision medicine.

I thank you for your continued support.

With best wishes,
Alison Fitches
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