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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the final issue of Clinical Drug Investigation for 2021.

I wish to reflect on this year’s achievements, and to thank all those who have contributed their time and effort to guarantee 
the quality of the content published in the journal.

In 2021, over 105 articles have been published. The most popular of these in terms of downloads from SpringerLink have 
been:

Sagili Anthony DP, Sivakumar K, Venugopal P, et al. Can mRNA vaccines turn the tables during the COVID-19 pandemic? 
Current status and challenges. Clin Drug Investig 41:499–509 (2021). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 021- 01022-9

Rognoni C, Bertolani A, Jommi C. Second-generation antipsychotic drugs for patients with schizophrenia: systematic litera-
ture review and meta-analysis of metabolic and cardiovascular side effects. Clin Drug Investig 41:303–319 (2021). https:// 
doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 021- 01000-1

Giustozzi M, Mazzetti M, Paciaroni M, et al. Concomitant use of direct oral anticoagulants and antiepileptic drugs: a 
prospective cohort study in patients with atrial fibrillation. Clin Drug Investig 41, 43–51 (2021). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ 
s40261- 020- 00982-8

De Aquino JP, Parida S, Sofuoglu M. The pharmacology of buprenorphine microinduction for opioid use disorder. Clin Drug 
Investig 41:425–436 (2021). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 021- 01032-7

von Wrede R, Helmstaedter C, Surges R. Cannabidiol in the treatment of epilepsy. Clin Drug Investig 41:211–220 (2021). 
https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 021- 01003-y

The high quality of content published in Clinical Drug Investigation has been reflected in the most recent impact factor of 
2.859 and CiteScore™ of 4.3. Further, Clinical Drug Investigation has published content in a timely manner, with an average 
time from submission to first decision of 22 days.

The COVID-19 pandemic has continued to present many challenges and I would like to thank all who have contributed to 
ensuring the journal has thrived despite the ongoing issues.

I would like to start by thanking the authors of the articles published in Clinical Drug Investigation over the course of 2021. 
The enthusiasm of all authors for their chosen fields and their willingness to contribute content to the journal are crucial for 
its continued success.

The quality of published articles is also testament to the diligence of the peer reviewers. I would like to acknowledge the 
following individuals who acted as reviewers for Clinical Drug Investigation in the last 12 months:
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I am also very grateful to the members of the journal’s Honorary Editorial Board, who have acted as peer reviewers and 
authors, and have provided guidance on journal content, policy and processes.
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Springer Nature has continued to support the global response to COVID-19 by making all relevant content immediately 
and freely available. Indeed, Clinical Drug Investigation has published a number of papers relevant to the COVID-19 
pandemic that are free to access, including:

Debrabant K, GrønbækL, Kronborg C. The cost-effectiveness of a COVID-19 vaccine in a Danish context. Clin Drug Investig 
41:975–988 (2021). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 021- 01085-8

Abdelwahab HW, Shaltout SW, Sayed Ahmed HA, et al. Acetylsalicylic acid compared with enoxaparin for the prevention of 
thrombosis and mechanical ventilation in COVID-19 patients: a retrospective cohort study. Clin Drug Investig 41:723–732 
(2021). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 021- 01061-2

Sagili Anthony DP, Sivakumar K, Venugopal P, et al. Can mRNA vaccines turn the tables during the COVID-19 pandemic? 
Current status and challenges. Clin Drug Investig 41:499–509 (2021). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 021- 01022-9

Hoertel N, Sánchez-Rico M, Vernet R, et al. Observational study of chlorpromazine in hospitalized patients with COVID-19. 
Clin Drug Investig 41:221–233 (2021). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 021- 01001-0

Streicher C, Engalenc X, Gaudin M, et al. Could tocilizumab be an attractive therapeutic option for elderly patients with 
severe COVID-19? A case report. Clin Drug Investig 40:1085–1088 (2020). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 020- 00969-5

Charpiat B, Bleyzac N, Tod M. Proton pump inhibitors are risk factors for viral infections: even for COVID-19? Clin Drug 
Investig 40:897–899 (2020). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 020- 00963-x

Bleyzac N, Goutelle S, Bourguignon L, et al. Azithromycin for COVID-19: more than just an antimicrobial? Clin Drug 
Investig 40:683–686 (2020). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 020- 00933-3

Das S, Bhowmick S, Tiwari S, et al. An updated systematic review of the therapeutic role of hydroxychloroquine in corona-
virus disease-19 (COVID-19). Clin Drug Investig 40:591–601 (2020). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 020- 00927-1

Zhang S, Li L, Shen A, et al. Rational use of tocilizumab in the treatment of novel coronavirus pneumonia. Clin Drug Investig 
40: 511–518 (2020). https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ s40261- 020- 00917-3

In terms of other important company initiatives, the Springer Nature ‘Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Programme’ 
is aiming to connect researchers who are tackling the world’s toughest challenges with practitioners in policy and business, 
while the ‘Women in Science’ initiative aims to help empower more women scientists to achieve scientific excellence. Finally, 
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I am delighted to inform you that Springer Nature is now carbon neutral for its direct operations (offices, fleet and flights) 
and earlier this year signed The Climate Pledge, making a commitment to be Net Zero carbon by 2040.

Returning to Clinical Drug Investigation, the editorial program for 2022 is well under way, and I am looking forward to 
bringing you many high-quality and authoritative articles over the coming year.

I thank you for your continued support.

With best wishes,

Jasbir Singh
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