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Dear Reader,

As we reach the final issue of the American Journal of Cardiovascular Drugs for 2018, we wish to reflect on another suc-
cessful year’s achievements, and to thank all those who have contributed their time and effort to guarantee the high quality 
of our content.

2018 was a successful year for the American Journal of Cardiovascular Drugs. Over 45 articles have been published; the 
most popular of these, in terms of downloads from SpringerLink, have been:

• Toth PP, Patti AM, Giglio RV, Nikolic D, Castellino G, Rizzo M, Banach M. Management of Statin Intolerance in 2018: 
Still More Questions Than Answers. Am J Cardiovasc Drugs. 2018 Jun;18(3):157-173. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4025 
6-017-0259-7.

• Burks M, Stickel S, Galiè N. Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension: Combination Therapy in Practice. Am J Cardiovasc 
Drugs. 2018 Aug;18(4):249-257. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4025 6-018-0272-5.

• Coghlan JG, Channick R, Chin K, Di Scala L, Galiè N, Ghofrani HA, Hoeper MM, Lang IM, McLaughlin V, Preiss R, 
Rubin LJ, Simonneau G, Sitbon O, Tapson V, Gaine S. Targeting the Prostacyclin Pathway with Selexipag in Patients with 
Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension Receiving Double Combination Therapy: Insights from the Randomized Controlled 
GRIPHON Study. Am J Cardiovasc Drugs. 2018 Feb;18(1):37-47. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4025 6-017-0262-z.

• Holubarsch CJF, Colucci WS, Eha J. Benefit-Risk Assessment of Crataegus Extract WS 1442: An Evidence-Based 
Review. Am J Cardiovasc Drugs. 2018 Feb;18(1):25-36. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4025 6-017-0249-9.

• Jansa P, Pulido T. Macitentan in Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension: A Focus on Combination Therapy in the SERAPHIN 
Trial. Am J Cardiovasc Drugs. 2018 Feb;18(1):1-11. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4025 6-017-0260-1.

• Anand I. Stable but Progressive Nature of Heart Failure: Considerations for Primary Care Physicians. Am J Cardiovasc 
Drugs. 2018 May 14. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4025 6-018-0277-0. [Epub ahead of print]

• Uchino Y, Watanabe M, Takata M, Amiya E, Tsushima K, Adachi T, Hiroi Y, Funazaki T, Komuro I. Effect of Oral 
Branched-Chain Amino Acids on Serum Albumin Concentration in Heart Failure Patients with Hypoalbuminemia: Results 
of a Preliminary Study. Am J Cardiovasc Drugs. 2018 Aug;18(4):327-332. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4025 6-018-0269-0.

• Pogge EK, Davis LE. Evaluating the Safety and Tolerability of Sacubitril/Valsartan for HFrEF Managed Within a Phar-
macist Clinic. Am J Cardiovasc Drugs. 2018 Apr;18(2):143-151. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4025 6-018-0264-5.

• Varjabedian L, Bourji M, Pourafkari L, Nader ND. Cardioprotection by Metformin: Beneficial Effects Beyond Glucose 
Reduction. Am J Cardiovasc Drugs. 2018 Jun;18(3):181-193. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4025 6-018-0266-3.

• Chen X, Huang T, Cao X, Xu G. Comparative Efficacy of Drugs for Preventing Acute Kidney Injury after Cardiac Surgery: 
A Network Meta-Analysis. Am J Cardiovasc Drugs. 2018 Feb;18(1):49-58. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s4025 6-017-0245-0.

Social media sharing of information is becoming more important and is another metric with which to measure the reach of 
articles. This year the following articles published in the American Journal of Cardiovascular Drugs scored highly on the 
Altmetric system:
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• Varjabedian L, Bourji M, Pourafkari L, Nader ND. Cardi oprot ectio n by Metfo rmin: Benefi cial  Effec ts Beyon d Gluco se 
Reduc tion.

• Holubarsch CJF, Colucci WS, Eha J. Benefi t-Risk Asses sment  of Crata egus Extra ct WS 1442: An Evide nce-Based   
Revie w.

• Cao YX, Liu HH, Li S, Li JJ. A Meta-Analy sis of the Effec t of PCSK9 -Monoc lonal  Antib odies  on Circu latin g Lipop rotei 
n (a) Level s.

• Kapelios CJ, Bonou M, Vogiatzi P, Tzanis G, Mantzouratou P, Lund LH, Barbetseas J. Assoc iatio n Betwe en High-Dose 
Spiro nolac tone and Decon gesti on in Patie nts with Acute  Heart  Failu re: An Obser vatio nal Retro spect ive Study .

• Gee ME, Watkins AK, Brown JN, Young EJA. Ivabr adine  for the Treat ment of Postu ral Ortho stati c Tachy cardi a Syndr 
ome: A Syste matic  Revie w.

The quality of articles published in the journal is also reflected in its most recent impact factor (2.741). Based on this 
Impact Factor, the American Journal of Cardiovascular Drugs is ranked 57th in the ‘Cardiac & Cardiovascular System’ 
category (of 128 journals) and 115th in the ‘Pharmacology & Pharmacy’ category (of 261 journals).

Other journals in the Adis Premier Journals Portfolio (http://www.sprin ger.com/gp/adis) continue to prosper with substantial 
increases in usage year on year. In addition, this year has seen Applied Health Economics and Health Policy receive its first 
impact factor.

We thank the authors who have contributed articles to the American Journal of Cardiovascular Drugs over the course of 
2018. The skill and dedication of all authors are critical to the continued publication of the journal. The quality of published 
articles is also testament to the significant efforts of the peer reviewers, whose commitment ensures that the journal’s content 
is held to the highest possible standard. We would like to thank the following individuals who acted as reviewers for the 
American Journal of Cardiovascular Drugs in the last 12 months:
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In addition, we would like to thank the members of the journal’s Honorary Editorial Board, who have acted as peer reviewers 
and authors, and have provided guidance on journal content, policy and processes:
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We do hope that you have found the articles published throughout the year in the American Journal of Cardiovascular Drugs 
to be interesting and informative. The editorial schedule for 2019 is well under way, and we are looking forward to bringing 
you many high-quality and authoritative articles over the coming year.

With best wishes,

Amitabh Prakash
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