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In 2021, Volume 65 of Welding in the World published 186
papers and over 2400 pages of fundamental and applied
research associated with materials joining and allied technol-
ogies. The distribution of papers published in 2021, arranged
by Technology Area, is shown in the accompanying figure.
The journal continues to publish papers in a wide range of
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technology areas associated with both welding and joining
of materials and additive manufacturing.

Over 450 papers were submitted to the journal in
2021. The acceptance rate for these papers was 35% and
average time to first decision was ~ 80 days. As shown
in the accompanying chart, the journal impact continues
to increase based on both Impact Factor (IF) and CiteS-
core, with an anticipated IF of 2.4 expected for 2021.
The number of paper downloads again increased dra-
matically in 2021 to over 210,000, up 40% from 2020.
Also, the time from paper submission to online publica-
tion was reduced to ~200 days. Further improvements
are anticipated in 2022 with a goal of reducing time to
online publication to 150 days.
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Despite the challenges created by holding another
online ITW Annual Assembly in 2021 and the reli-
ance on virtual working unit meetings, paper submis-
sion to WitW remained strong even with the drop in
recommended papers from the Working Units. The
simplified keyword system introduced in 2020 has
helped streamline the peer review system and facili-
tated the assignment of papers to the most appropri-
ate reviewers.

In October 2021, Dr. Majid Farajian (Germany) was
added as a fourth Technical Editor. Dr Farajian’s areas
of expertise are fracture, fatigue and structural integ-
rity. Additions were also made to the Editorial Board
which now consists of 44 members spanning the range
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of technology areas published in the journal. This group
has been critical in assisting the Editors with the pre-
screening of open submission papers and the overall exe-
cution of the peer review process. There are now approx-
imately 300 active Principal Reviewers and Reviewers
for WitW. The members of the Editorial Board are listed
on the website.

The Editors wish to thank all who contribute to the con-
tinued success of the journal including authors, working unit
chairs and co-chairs, principal reviewers and members of the
review panel, the Editorial Board, the IIW Secretariat, and
the support staff at Springer. The remarkable progress in
the growth and impact of the journal would not be possible
without this support structure.

WitW Data 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Invited papers from IIW WUs 130 131 115 130 126 135 156 82 94
Open submission papers received - 49 172 278 256 305 380 420 364
Papers published 82 84 90 114 120 120 160 179 186
Pages published 945 925 930 1300 1300 1350 1900 2170 2440
Total Cites 114 205 327 521 807 829 939 1,556 2,319
CiteScore 0.9 1.1 1.6 1.9 2 22 2.6 29 ~3.2
Downloads 29,815 37,657 43,250 59,093 73,820 83,651 111,022 154,897 216,101
SCI Impact Factor 0.424 0.746 0.861 0948 1206 1.278 1.589 2.103 ~24
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