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Dear Readers of INFECTION. As of January 2019, the term
“Sepsis” is found 555 times in our journal. This is the result
of a PubMed search which shows that this topic was pre-
sent also in one of the first issues in the year 1973 [1]. For
45 years, sepsis has been covered with all types of articles,
including case reports, original articles and reviews. Latest
examples focus on a wide range, from sepsis in neonates
over blood stream infection of various types to interest-
ing case reports involving multi-drug-resistant organisms
(MDRO) [2-8].

The fact that we frequently publish works on sepsis and
related topics as well as the longstanding cooperation with
the German Sepsis Society (DSG) led to the consequent
decision to form a new Section simply called “Sepsis”. We
are grateful to the DSG for the long-lasting cooperation and
for the opportunity to print the proceedings of the meetings
of DSG. We are proud to present Professor Mathias Pletz as
the new Section Editor for “Sepsis”.

Mathias W. Pletz, Professor for Infectious Diseases, is a
board-certified physician for internal medicine, pulmonol-
ogy and infectious diseases, and the Head of the Institute for
Infectious Diseases and Infection Control of the University
Hospital in Jena (Germany). He also leads a clinical research
group focusing on novel diagnostic and therapeutic strate-
gies against MDRO, funded by the German Ministry for
Science and Education.

After his medical training at Leipzig (Houston, TX,
USA) and the Basel (Switzerland), he started his residency
at the Chest Hospital in Berlin (Germany). Subsequently,
he spent 2 years as a postdoctoral researcher at Emory Uni-
versity (Atlanta, GA, USA) working on pneumococci and
pneumococcal vaccination. In addition, he served as a guest
researcher at the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) in Atlanta, exploring the concurrent severe
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acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) epidemics. After his
return to Germany, he completed his medical training at the
Department of Respiratory Medicine at the Hannover Medi-
cal School. Among others, he received the Kass Award of
the Infectious Diseases Society of America, the Respiratory
Infections Award of the European Respiratory Society and
the Honor Award of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

Besides the German Sepsis Society, he also serves on
the board of directors of the German Competence Network
for Community-Acquired Pneumonia (CAPNETZ) and the
German Society for Infectious Diseases and the Scientific
Advisory Board of the Robert Koch Institute.

We are grateful to Prof. Pletz that he accepted the invita-
tion to become Section Editor at INFECTION.

We encourage our readers to keep on submitting work on
sepsis, sepsis markers, outcomes and anti-infective treatment
of sepsis. Also the implementation of sepsis bundles, stand-
ard operating procedures and measures improving at qual-
ity improvement in early detection and diagnosis of sepsis
are welcome and continue to have high priority in editorial
processing and quick decisions [9, 10].

We also would like to thank our reviewers in this field. I
really acknowledge every single peer review that is submit-
ted upon our request knowing the hard work invested by the
reviewer so often results in a real improvement of articles.

Munich, January 2019
Johannes R. Bogner
Editor-in-Chief INFECTION
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