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Dear Sir,
Diabetes is now a global epidemic and it is expected that India
will have the largest number of diabetic patients in the world by
2030 [1]. Diabetic foot infections (DFI) are one of the common
complications and fungi, in particular, non-albicans Candida
was reported as an increasingly recognized pathogen from our
center [2]. The objective now was to assess the clinical signif-
icance, associated factors and treatment of K.ohmeri DFI. We
reviewed the clinical records during the five year period (Jan
2007–Jan 2012) noting down the demographical details, iden-
tifiable risk factors, management and outcome of all the patients
in whomK. ohmeriwas isolated.We processed the deepwound
tissue and biopsy samples for culture at 30 °C on Sabouraud
Dextrose Agar, germ tube testing, CHROMagar identification
(colonies change color from pink to blue) [3] with final identi-
fication and antifungal susceptibility testing by automated API
ID 32C and ATB fungus.

Thirty isolates of Kodamaea ohmeri were reported - tissue
(19), blood (6), nail (2) BAL (1), nasal crust (1) and urine (1).
Diabetes alone (P=<0.001) and with complications such as
neuropathy (P=<0.001), vasculopathy (P=0.001), and ne-
phropathy (P=0.01) were identified together as associated with
Kodamaea wound infections (P=0.001). Co-existing bacterial
infection was noted in almost all of the tissue samples (18). The
MIC values for all the isolates remained uniformly susceptible
and no resistant strains were encountered - Amphotericin (<0.5
ug/ml), Fluconazole (<2 ug/ml), voriconazole (0.12 ug/ml) and
Flucytosine (1 ug/ml). The patients with blood isolations (6)

had an indwelling central line and were admitted in different
locations. 20 patients received antifungal therapy (19 with
fluconazole) of whom, 17 had better outcome of the episode.
Three expired with pre-existing illnesses.

The spectrum of fungi causing deep seated wound infec-
tions is expanding [4] andKodamaea ohmerimay be regarded
as an emerging pathogen in diabetic foot and blood stream
infections. Our report from India highlights the wider spec-
trum or series of Kodamaea ohmeri infections implicated in
DFI for the first time. Fungal cultures must be promptly
sought as favorable outcomes are associated with early diag-
nosis, optimal antifungal regimens, and the removal of in-
dwelling IV catheters. We believe that awareness on the same
and reporting of cases across the globe would throw more
light on the emerging trend, pathogenesis and therapeutic
experience with other antifungals thus establishing optimal
regimens for treating K. ohmeri infections in the coming
future.
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