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Abstract
Letus consider a quasi-linear boundary value problem —A ,u = f(x, u), in 2, with Dirichlet
boundary conditions, where 2 C RN, with p < N, is a bounded smooth domain strictly
convex, and the non-linearity f is a Carathéodory function p-super-linear and subcritical.
We provide L™ a priori estimates for weak solutions, in terms of their L”" -norm, where
= A;V% is the critical Sobolev exponent. No hypotheses on the sign of the solutions,
neither of the non-linearities are required. This method is based in elliptic regularity for the
p-Laplacian combined either with Gagliardo—Nirenberg or with Caffarelli-Kohn—Nirenberg

interpolation inequalities. By a subcritical non-linearity we mean, for instance, | f'(x, s)| <

[x|~H f(s), where u € (0, p), and ]‘~'(s)/|s|”7f1 — 0 as |s| — o0, here p;‘; = %__p“) is
the critical Hardy—Sobolev exponent. Our non-linearities includes non-power non-linearities.

Is )P
log(e-+Is)
any ¢ > 0 there exists a constant C; > 0 such that for any solution u € HO1 (2), the following
holds

In particular we prove that when f(x,s) = |x|™H [ ]a, with © € [1, p), then, for

o (Pp—p)(1+¢)
(1o (¢ + lull) | = Ce (14 1l

’

where C; is independent of the solution u.
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1 Introduction

Let us consider the following quasi-linear boundary value problem involving the p-Laplacian
—Apu = f(x,u), ing, u=0, onaf, (1.1)

where A, (u) = div(|Du|P~2Du) is the p-Laplacian operator, 1 < p < oo, @ C RV,
N > p, is a bounded, strictly convex, open subset with C? boundary 9<2, and the non-
linearity f : @ x R — R is Carathéodory function (that is, the mapping f (-, s) is measurable
for all s € R, and the mapping f (x, -) is continuous for almost all x € €2), and subcritical
(see definition 1.1).

We analyze the effect of the smoothness of the subcritical non-linearity f = f(x, u) on
the L°°(2) a priori estimates of weak solutions to (1.1). This study is usually focused on
positive classical solutions, see the classical references of de Figueiredo-Lions-Nussbaum,
and of Gidas-Spruck [15, 20], see also [7, 8].

A natural question concerning the class of uniformly bounded solutions is the following
one,

(Q1) those L°°(R2) estimates apply also to a bigger class of solutions, in particular to weak
solutions (and to changing sign solutions)?.

Another natural question with respect to the class of subcritical non-linearities, can be
stated as follows,

(Q2) those L°°(R2) estimates are valid into a bigger class of non-linearities (not asymptoti-
cally powers), and in particular to non-smooth non-linearities (with possibly changing
sign weights)?.

In this paper we extend the previous work in [28] for p = 2, and provide sufficient conditions
guarantying uniform L°°(£2) a priori estimates for any u € Wé’p (£2) weak solution to (1.1), in
terms of their L?” (€2) bounds, in the class of Carathéodory subcritical generalized problems.
In this class, we state that any set of weak solutions uniformly LP (2) a priori bounded is
universally L°°(2) a priori bounded. Our theorems allow changing sign weights, and singular
weights, and also apply to changing sign solutions.

Problem (1.1) with f(x, s) = |x|™#|s|?"'s, u > 0, is known as Hardy’s problem, due to
its relation with the Hardy—Sobolev inequality. The Caffarelli-Kohn—Nirenberg interpolation
inequality for radial singular weights [6], states that whenever 0 < u < p,

p - 7

TN — p ’
is the critical exponent of the Hardy—Sobolev embedding WOl P(Q) — LPi (22, |x]™%)
(this embedding is continuous but not compact). For the case 0 < p < p, using a Pohozaev
type identity, Pucci and Servadei prove some non-existence results in RV, [31]. Some exis-
tence and non-existence results for power like non-linearities can be found in [1, 18, 19, 22],
see also [32] for the case p = N.

Usually the term subcritical non-linearity is reserved for power like non-linearities. Next,
we expand this concept to non-linearities including the class 0( |s|p:1_1).

Let

r* 1
PN = = P (1 - *) ; (1.2)

where r’ is the conjugate exponent of r, 1/r + 1/r' = 1.
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Definition 1.1 By a subcritical non-linearity we mean that f satisfies one of the two fol-
lowing growth conditions:

(HO)
|f(x,9)] < la()] £(5) (1.3)
where a € L"(2) with N/p < r < o0, and f : R — [0, +00) is continuous and satisfies
f(s) > (O for |s| > 59, and lim & =0; (1.4)
s—+o00 |S|pN/’_1
or
(HOY
|f (e, 9)] < x| 7 f(s), (1.5)
where u € (0, p), 0 € Q, and f : R — [0, +00) is continuous and satisfies
: o fe)
f(s) > O0for|s| > s9, and lim — =0. (1.6)

lsl>o00 |s|Pit

Remark 1.2 Obviously |a(x)| f(s) < la(x)| (1 + f(s)), and we can always redefine f in
order to satisfy f(s) > O for |s| > 0.

Moreover, f : R — [0, +00) from (HO) or (HO)’ satisfies the following hypothesis:
(H1) there exists a constant ¢y > 0 such that

i max[—s,s] f

im sup = = = <o

s—+oo max { f(—s), ()}

Throughout the paper, we will assume either (HO) and (H1) or (HO)” and (H1).

(1.7)

Remark 1.3 1. Observe that in particular, if f (s) is monotone, then (H1) is obviously satisfied
with ¢cg = 1.
2. Assume that (HO) holds. Thanks to Sobolev embeddings, for any u € W(;’p (),

~ 7}*7 )4 -1 1 1 1
fa) e L™ (Q)  with N 22
p* r N p
" r 1 11
and f(-,u) € L'’ (Q) Vae L' (Q), where —— =1——+ —.

(p*) p N

Moreover, since r > N/p, then p/’t,/r > p.
3. Assume that (HO)’ holds. Again, by Sobolev embeddings, for any u € W(}’P (),

; £ w1 11
Fw) e L7 (Q)  with Pu 2
N p N

Leta(x) = |x|™",a € L1(Q) forany g < N/, so f(-,u) € L1(Q) forany g < (p*)’.
From the sharp Caffarelli-Kohn—Nirenberg interpolation inequality for singular weights, (see
[6], see also Theorem A.1 and Corollary A.2), it can be checked that if u € Wé’p(Q), then

fCuw e L?) (@) forany w<p—1+p/N
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(see Corollary A.2.(ii), (A.14)).
Also, if u € W4 (), with g > p, then

FC,u) e LPY(Q)  forany p e (0, p)

(see Corollary A.2.(iii.a), (A.16)).
Observe that pj, > p for u € (0, p), and that p — 1 + p/N < p.

Definition 1.4 By a weak solution we mean a function u € W(;’p(Q) such that f(-,u) €
LPY'(Q), and

/|Vu|”_2Vu-V<p=/ fwe, VYo e W, (Q).
Q Q

Remark 1.5 The exponent (p*)’ is called the duality exponent, and the condition f (-, ) €
LPY () guarantees by Sobolev’s embeddings that f(-,u) belongs to the dual space
w—Lp' (R2). If other cases, we enter into the field of problems with measure data, and other
definitions of solutions have to be considered (see [2, 25]).

Throughout the paper, by a solution we will refer to this weak solution. This definition
of solution is tied to question (Q1). By an estimate of Brezis—Kato [4], based on Moser’s
iteration technique [26], and elliptic regularity, we will state sufficient conditions guarantying
that any weak solution to (1.1) with a Carathéodory subcritical non-linearity is a continuous
function, and in fact it is a strong solution, see Lemma 2.2.

Our definition of a subcritical non-linearity includes non-linearities such as

x| |72

[log [e + log(1 + |s|)]]a ’

)
a(x)|s|PNir s 2
7 or fPx,s) =

M —
P = Cete + 150)]

for any a > 0, and either any a € L"(2), with N/p < r < 400, or u € (0, p). These
non-linearities exemplify question (Q2).

One of our main results, Theorem 1.6, applied in particular to f(x,s) = f((x, s) with
a € L"(Q) forr € (N/p, N], implies that for any ¢ > 0 there exists a constant C > 0
depending only on &, 2, r and N such that for any u € W& "P(2) solution to (1.1), the
following holds:

o Py —P)(1+e)
[10g (e + llull) | = Cllall, = (1+ ) ™

)

where C is independent of the solution u.
Related results concerning those non-power non-linearities f(x,s) = f M (x, s) with
r = oo can be found in [14], and for p = 2 in [12] analyzing what happen when o — 0, in
[13] with changing sign weights, in [23] for systems, and in [29] for the radial case.
Moreover, our second main result, Theorem 1.7, applied to f(x,s) = f @ (x, s) with
n e [l, p2 /N1, implies that for any ¢ > 0 there exists a constant C > 0 depending on ¢, u,
N, and 2, such that for any u € Wol’p(Q) solution to (1.1), the following holds:

3

(P —p)(1+e)
[log [e+log (1+ ”u”oo)]]a <C (1 + ||M||p*) pu=p)(ite

and where C is independent of the solution u.
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To state our main results, for a non-linearity f satisfying (HO), let us define
h(s) = b (s) st for Is| >0 (18)
§)=hyr(s) = = — or |s| >0, .
max { f(—s), f(5)}

(see Remark 1.2). And for a non-linearity f satisfying (HO)’, define

|s|Pn!
h(s) = h,(s) := = ~ s f K 0. 1.9
() = hyu(s) e 7 O] or |s| > (1.9)

By sub-criticality, (see (1.4) or (1.6) respectively),

h(s) > o0 as s — oQ. (1.10)

Let u be a solution to (1.1). We estimate h(llu ||oo), in terms of the L”"-norm of . This result
is robust, and holds for solutions and non-linearities without any sign restriction.
Our first main results is the following theorem.

Theorem 1.6 Assume that f : Q@ x R — R is a Carathéodory function satisfying (H0)-(H1).
Then, for any u € Wol’p(Q) weak solution to (1.1), the following holds:

(i) either there exists a constant C > 0 such that ||u|looc < C, where C is independent of
the solution u,

(i) either for any ¢ > 0 there exists a constant C > 0 such that

Py —P)(Ate)
h(llulloe) = Cllall A (1 + llul,»)

where h is defined by (1.8),

3

I8 if r<N,
A:=1py, —1
#, if r>N,
PN/p
and C depends only on g, cq (defined in (1.7)), r, N, and 2, and it is independent of the

solution u.
Our second main result is the following theorem.
Theorem 1.7 Assume that f : Q x R — R is a Carathéodory function satisfying (HO)’ with
w < p?/N, and (H1).
Then, for any u € W(;’p(Q) solution to (1.1), the following holds:

(i) either there exists a constant C > 0 such that ||u|lcoc < C, where C is independent of
the solution u,

(i) either for any ¢ > 0 there exists a constant C > 0 such that

(p},—p)(B+e)
hWM@§C4LNNW>” ,

where h is defined by (1.9),
x 1 —
Py PUZ e 0.1 0100, p2/N,
B = Pnyp (p— DN (L.11)
L, if w1, p?/NJ,

and C depends only on ¢, co (defined in (1.7)), u, N, and 2, and it is independent of
the solution u.
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As an immediate consequence of Theorem 1.6, and Theorem 1.7, as soon as we have a
universal a priori LP"- norm for weak solutions to (1.1) in Wol’p(Q), then solutions are a
priori universally bounded in the L°°- norm.

This results hold for positive, negative and changing sign non-linearities, and also for
positive, negative and changing sign solutions. The techniques and ideas introduced in [28]
are robust enough to be used for proving analogues results in other non-linear problems.
Here we present the work for the p-Laplacian. The work for nonlinear boundary conditions
is actually in preparation by Chhetri, Mavinga, and the author.

This paper is organized in the following way. Section 2 collects some well known results.
In Sect.3, we prove Theorem 1.6, using Gagliardo—Nirenberg interpolation inequality. In
Sect.4, we prove Theorem 1.7. It yields on the Caffarelli-Kohn—Nirenberg interpolation
inequality, which is written in Appendix A, by the sake of completeness.

2 Preliminaries and known results
2.1 Gradient Regularity

We are going to use the following result about the summability of the gradient for solutions
to equations involving the p-Laplacian operator.
Theorem 2.1 (Gradient Regularity) Let Q2 be a smooth bounded domain in RN, N > 2, and
letu € W&'p(Q), 1 < p < o0, be a solution to the problem
—Ap(u) =g in 2
u=20 on 082,

with g € L1(2). We assume that

l<qg<oo if p=N,

(p"Y <g<oo if 1<p<N.

Here p* = NNl’p is the critical exponent for Sobolev embedding, and (p*) = P

’) . . .
7Np—N+p’ 1§ Its conjugate exponent.

1
@) Ifg < N, then [ Vull o) < Cllgl ey
1
(i) Ifq = N, then |Vul|Lo) < Cligll b q) foranyo < oc.
Here C is a constant that depends on p, N, q.

The previous theorem follows from different results proved in several papers (see [2, 5,
10, 16, 17,21, 25], the survey [11], and the references therein), where more general situations
are also considered.

2.2 Improved regularity of the weak solutions
We first collect a regularity Lemma for any weak solution to (1.1) with a non-linearity of

sub-critical growth, in fact weak solutions in WO1 "P(Q) are in L9 for any finite ¢ > 1, see
[30, Theorem 2.1, Theorem 2.2].
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Lemma 2.2 (Improved regularit)_/) Assume that u € WOl P (Q) weakly solves (1.1) for a
Carathéodory non-linearity f : Q x R — R with sub-critical growth, satisfying either (HO),
either (HO)” with u < p2/N, (see (1.3)—(1.4) or (1.5)—(1.6) respectively).

Then, u € L1(2) for any 1 < g < 0o. Moreover, u € L ().

Proof We first adapt to the p-Laplacian the technique used in [15] (based in Brezis—Kato,
see [4]) to get the L? estimates for any finite ¢ > 1. Let u be a weak solution to (1.1). For
t >0, A > 0, define

¢ = @5 i= umin {|ul*, 2%},
and
¥ = v = e min {Juf, )\2})%.
We observe that
lul”~ ol = 1917, 2.1
and that ¢, ¢ € Wol‘p(Q) since u € Wol’p(Q), and ¢, ¥, Vo, Vi € LP(R2). Indeed,

2t ulu|*2Vu; Jul’ < A

V(min{[u|*, 2%}) = 2.2)
0; lul" > X,
and
2t
. %u|u|l7_2Vu; lul” < X
v((min {|u|2’,xz})ﬁ) - 2.3)
0; lu|’ > A,

so Ve is given by
(1 +20)u* Vues Jul" < A,

Vo = 2.4)

A2Vu; lul’ > A,
and Vi by
2 2%

(14 2)ul 7 Vas Jul < 2,

Vi = (2.5)

2

AP Vu; lu]’ > A.

In particular

/|V<p|”:(1+2t)”/ [P |V u|P +AZPf |Vu|P
Q QN{lult <A} QN{|ult>A}

5(1+2t)”k2”/|Vu|”<+oo,
Q

so, foreacht > 0, A > 0O fixed, ¢ = ¢; ) € Wol’p(Q). Likewise

2t\Pp
/ IV |P = (1 + 7) / lu|?|Vul? + 1% / |Vul? < 400,
Q p QN {Ju|’ <A} QNflulf >A}
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and, foreacht > 0, A > 0 fixed, ¥ = ¥, € WOI”’(Q).
Now, using (2.4), we get

/ IVulP~2Vu - Vo = (1 +2t) lu)? | Vul? —I—AZ/ |Vul?,
Q

QN{|u|' <A} QN{|u|'>A}

hence

/ VyoalP < C / Vul”2Vu - V. 2.6)
Q Q

()
for C = C(t, p) := max{l, 1+p2z

inequality, and testing the equation —A ,u = f(x, u) with @, we can write

}. Now, using Sobolev embeddings on the previous

2 < Ct/Qf(x,u)w,

where C; is a uniform constant depending on ¢, p, N, and €2, but independent of A.
(i) We start assuming (HO), see (1.3)—(1.4). By sub-criticality, (see (1.4)), for any ¢ > 0,
there exists s, such that

1

- .
x,8)| <elalx)||s|"N/r if s>y,
(x,8)| < ela(x)]|s|"N/ f s>s,

so, for some constant C; > 0 depending on ¢ but independent of 1, we get that
il < (01 +e/Q la(x)] |u|"N/r“|<p|>

=ct+sc,[ (o) Jul PPy,
Q

Nr
pr—N°
_N . .
observe that % + =+ % = % + & - % +1— £ = 1), and taking into account that

<p7z//r - P) pfv%N = p*, we get that

where we have used (2.1). By Holder’s inequality with exponents r,

.
and % (we

pr—N

_Nr_ Nr
- r—N
111} = C +eCillall (/Q (P =r)? ) \2fe

r—N

P
" Nr
= C; +¢Cillall, (/Q |u|P> 2k

PNn/r—P
= Ci +eCllalr ull," ..

Since u € Wol’p(Q), we have that |[u],+ is bounded. Now, taking & small, for any fixed
0 <t < oo, we get that, ||y, ;| ,+ is bounded with a bound depending on ¢, but independent

of L. Letting A — oo, we deduce that fQ Iul%zrp* is bounded for any fixed 0 < t < oo.
Consequently, fQ |u|? is bounded for any fixed ¢ > p* (and since 2 is bounded in fact for
any g € [1, 00)).

Finally, under (HO), » > N/p, and so r*(p — 1) > N. Hence, combining the above
estimates, with the gradient regularity of Theorem 2.1, and using Sobolev embeddings, we
deduce that u € L°°($2).
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(ii) We now assume (HO0)’ with u < pz/N, see (1.5)—(1.6). By sub-criticality, (see (1.6)),
for any ¢ > 0, there exists s such that

|f (e, s)] < elx| ™ slPe™t it s > s,

so that denoting by C a constant depending on ¢ but independent of A, using (2.1), and by

* *
L L we get that
pf=p’ p

Holder’s inequality with exponents

i <c (cl +sz|x|—“|u|PZ‘1|¢|dx)

=c,+ec,/ e PP [ 1P dx
Q

* % p[,;p * /%k
<Covec ([ (i rrior) <f |1/f|1’)
Q Q
_ —y, ||Pi—P P
= Co+ el ul 7 1wl
_ (pi=p)p*

where y = p*"—_p, and p == —L—"—.
I
Now, since Caffarelli-Kohn—Nirenberg interpolation inequality, (see (A.12)—(A.13))

[1x177u] , < ClIVullp., 2.7
where
1 1
*—sz, and 0 <y <1, (2.8)
p N p*

which trivially holds for any p < p2 /N. Then, the above can be written as

PP
||1/f||§* < Ci+&C |[Vull,' Wllﬁ*

Since u € WO1 "7 (), we have that ||Vul| p is bounded. Now, taking ¢ small, for any fixed
0 <t < oo we getthat ||/ ;|| + is bounded with a bound independent of A. Letting A — o0,

+2 %
we deduce that [, [u| 5 s bounded, for any fixed 0 < 7 < oo. Consequently, [o, |u|? is
bounded for any fixed ¢ > p* (and since €2 is bounded in fact for any g € [1, 00)).
*
Finally, under hypothesis (HO)’, © < p, and so (%) (p—1) > N.Hence, combining the

above estimates, with the gradient regularity of Theorem 2.1, and using Sobolev embeddings,
we deduce that u € L*°().

3 Estimates of the L°°-norm of the solutions to (1.1) in presence of a
Carathéodory non-linearity

Under hypothesis (HO)-(H1), we establish an estimate for the function & applied to the
L°°(2)-norm of any u € Wé’p(Q) solution to (1.1), in terms of their L (€2)-norm. From
now on, C denotes several constants that may change from line to line, and are independent
of u.
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3.1 Proof of Theorem 1.6

The arguments of the proof use Gagliardo—Nirenberg interpolation inequality (see [27]), and
are inspired in the equivalence between uniform L?" () a priori bounds and uniform L (£2)
a priori bounds for solutions to subcritical elliptic equations, see [9, Theorem 1.2] for the
quasi-linear case and f = f(u), and [24, Theorem 1.3] for the p-Laplacianand f = f(x, u).

We first use elliptic regularity and Sobolev embeddings, and next, we invoke the
Gagliardo—Nirenberg interpolation inequality (see [27]).

Proof Let {u;} C Wé'p (2) be any sequence of weak solutions to (1.1). Since Lemma 2.2,
in fact {ux} C Wol’p(Q) N L®(Q). If |uklloo < C, then (i) holds. Now, we argue on the

contrary, assuming that there exists a sequence ||ux|coc — 400 as k — oo.

We split the proof in two steps. Firstly, we write an wha"(P=1) estimate for q €
(N/p, min{r, N}), and observe that g*(p — 1) > N. Secondly, we invoke the Gagliardo—
Nirenberg interpolation inequality for the L>°-norm in terms of its W' 4" (=1 _norm and its
LP" -norm.

Step 1. wla* (=1 estimates for q € (N/p, min{r, N}).

Let us denote by

M= max | (= lukllo). 7 (o) | = G.1)

> — max f,
2¢0 [=llukllooslluklloo]

where the inequality holds by hypothesis (H1), see (1.7).
Let us take ¢ in the interval (N/p, N) N (N/p, r). Growth hypothesis (HO)(see (1.3)—
(1.4)), hypothesis (H1) (see (1.7)), and Holder inequality, yield the following

/Q|f(x,uk(X))|q dx < /Q la(x)|? (f(uk(x)))q dx
= [l (7)) (F)"" s
=C [/Q la () (f(uk(x))y dx] M

<C </Q la(x)|?* dx)y </Q (f(uk(x)))ml d)c)'\7 qu_t

< Clalf (1ol _w ) M~ (32)

L
Pyt

where 31 + % =1l,gs=r,C= cg_t (for ¢g defined in (1.7)), and ts' = *p*_l, SO
pN/r

*

r=— 2 (1 - 1) <q (3.3)
Pnyr— 1 r
1 1 pyy—1 R
q r p* r p N
= —<1-— i4:), ST
N p* (Y

sincep/N<1—# < p<NV,andg > N/p > (p*).
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Since the gradient regularity for the p-Laplacian (see Theorem 2.1) we have that

1
IVutkll a=o-ny < € [ £ uxO)] 7T (3.4)

where 1/g* =1/g — 1/N,and C = C(co, N, p, q, |2]) and it is independent of u.
Now, substituting (3.2) into (3.4)

_ -\ 1
N E=Ye (nanr (1Fwol_ue )" M, ) ,

=~

e —

pN/r_1
Step 2. Gagliardo—Nirenberg interpolation inequality.
Observe that since ¢ > N/p, then g*(p — 1) > N. Thanks to the Gagliardo—Nirenberg
interpolation inequality, there exists a constant C = C(N, ¢, |€2|) such that

1—
luklioo < CUVUklGe(p—1y luxll =7

where
1-0o <1 1 >
=0 —_—
p* N g*(p—1D
o p—1 1 1y o p 1
p—1\ N g N) p—1\N g
o 1 1 1 o
= 1—f—p<*——>]= @* Q 3.5)
p—l[ q p N (p— Dp* \"N/4
Hence
- L -4 7 |
lurlloo = € | llally (17 @Ol _p )" M| Nl (3.6)
]'*N/r71

where C = C(co, 7, N, q, |2]).
From definition of M} (see (3.1)), and definition of % (see (1.8)), we deduce that

Pyl
_ ullo r

— h(llullso)
From (3.5)

1 * ] *
5 =1y i = v ) = 5= (i =) G-

Moreover, since definition of ¢ (see (3.3)), and definition of p}, Ir (see (1.2)

1 1 1
t P*(I—F)—I—P*(g—?) Prg — 1
- — =2 (3.8)
9 Pnjir— PNy~

which, joint with (3.7), yield

-5, =1
gl p—1"N"
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Now (3.6) can be rewritten as

o

-1y . o]t _
hluglloe) 707 fc[nmu (1 Fann_e )} el

PNy

or equivalently

h(luxlloe) = Cllall? (IF@ol_pe ) el -

p;l/r7]
where
2 1
0:=1—1t/q)"" = Ll (3.9)
N/q
l-o —1 *
D= — (U =1/q) " (p = 1) =0 (Pkyy — P). (3.10)
see (3.8) and (3.5). Observe that since ¢ < r, then 6 > 1. Moreover, since (3.9)
PN/ — PA
o —1=—r "N G.11)
Pnjg—1

Furthermore, from sub-criticality, see (1.4)

p*
|fa ™ < ¢ (1 +/ g dx>,
Q Q

SO
~ Pry—1
If il C<1+||uk|| 2 )
Iﬁlil/rfl
Consequently
h(lluelloe) = Cllall (14 gl ).
with

© = (Pl — DO — 1) +0 = (pky), — PO,

where we have used (3.11), (3.10), and (3.9).
Fixed N > pandr > N/p, the function g — 6 = 0(q) for q € (N/p, min{r, N}), is
decreasing, so

1, ifr <N,
6(¢) = 6(min{r, N}) = A := { p},,~1 Gro N
pyV/p ’ '

inf
g€(N/p,min{r,N})

Finally, and since the infimum is not attained in (N /p,min{r, N }), for any & > 0, there
exists a constant C > 0 such that

(Py ) —P)(A+e)
h(llagllos) = € Nl (14 g, )

)

where C = C(e, co, 1, N, |2|), ending the proof.

@ Springer



L®® a-priori estimates for p-laplacian equations Page 13 of 21 66

We end this section with an immediate corollary of Theorem 1.6: any sequence of solutions

in Wol’p(Q), uniformly bounded in the L (2)-norm, is also uniformly bounded in the
L%°(2)-norm.

Corollary 3.1 Let f : Q x R — R be a Carathéodory function satisfying (HO)—(H1).
Let {ur} C Wol P (Q) be any sequence of solutions to (1.1) such that there exists a constant
Co > 0 satisfying

lugllp+ < Co.
Then, there exists a constant C > 0 such that

lurlloo = C. (3.12)

Proof We reason by contradiction, assuming that (3.12) does not hold. So, at least for a
sub-sequence again denoted as ug, ||ug|lcoc — 00 as k — oo. Now part (ii) of the Theorem
1.6 implies that

h(lluklloo) < C. (3.13)

From hypothesis (HO)(see in particular (1.10)), for any ¢ > 0 there exists s; > 0 such that
h(s) > 1/e for any s > s1, and so h(||u/< ||oo) > 1/¢ for any k big enough. This contradicts
(3.13), ending the proof.

4 Estimates of the L°°-norm of the solutions to (1.1) in presence of
radial singular weights

We start this section with their corresponding immediate corollary of Theorem 1.7: any

sequence of solutions in Wol "7 (Q), uniformly bounded in the L? * (£2)-norm, is also uniformly
bounded in the L°°(2)-norm. Their proof is identical to that of Corollary 3.1, we omit it.

Corollary 4.1 Let f : Q@ x R — R be a Carathéodory function satisfying (HO)'—(HL).
Let {ur} C Wol P (Q) be any sequence of solutions to (1.1) such that there exists a constant
Co > 0 satisfying

lugllp+ < Co.
Then, there exists a constant C > 0 such that

luklloo = C.

4.1 Proof of Theorem 1.7

Proof Let {u;} C Wol’p(Q) be any sequence of solutions to (1.1). Since Lemma 2.2, {u;} C
Wg’p(Q) N L®(Q). If |lukllo < C, then (i) holds.
Now, we argue on the contrary, assuming that there exists a sequence {uy} C W(; P(Q) of

solutions to (1.1), such that ||ug||cc — +00 as k — oo.
By Morrey’s Theorem (see [3, Theorem 9.12]), observe that also

[Vuglls > o0  as k — oo, 4.1)

forany s > N.
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Step 1. Wh4" (=) estimates for g € (N/p, min{N, N/u}).
As in the proof of Theorem (1.6), let us denote by

M= max | (= lull). F(luelloc) ) Joo @

> — max
2¢0 [=lluglloo. luxlloo]

where the inequality is due to hypothesis (H1), see (1.7).
Let us take ¢ in the interval (N/p, N) N (N/p, N/w). Using growth hypothesis (HO)’
(see (1.5)), hypothesis (H1) (see (1.7)), and Holder inequality, we deduce

/;2|f(x’uk(x))|q dx < /;2 x|~ (f(uk(x)))q dx
= [ 17 (Fla) 7T (Flane))” T

q=
<C U x| 71 (1+uk(x)’)dx] M, "
Q

t

-1

ot 7
5C(1+y|x| uk‘t) M, ,
13

[y
where y = &2, 1 € (0,¢4(p}, — 1)), C = ¢, P! (for ¢q defined in (1.7)), and where M; is

at
defined by (4.2).
Since elliptic regularity see Theorem 2.1, we have that

1

1 ——L | »-T
— Pji—1
IVurllg=p1y < € [(1+||x| Yuel) T M } , 4.3)

where 1/¢g* =1/g — 1/N (since ¢ > N/p, theng*(p — 1) > N),and C = C(N, q, |2]).
Step 2. Caffarelli-Kohn—Nirenberg interpolation inequality.
Since the Caffarelli-Kohn—Nirenberg interpolation inequality for singular weights (see [6],
see also Theorem A.1, and Corollary A.2(ii)), there exists a constant C > 0 depending on
the parameters N, ¢, ,0 € [0, 1] and ¢, such that
I 177 k], < ClIVurle iy Nl (4.4)

where
1 1 1 1
- g ) -0—
t Nt qg*(p—1) N p*

1 (1 1 )
= (- =—
p* p q*(p—1

1 6 1 1 1 1 0y, —D
— (1_7_7 f)zf_iwq . 4.5)
p g N p* (p — Dp*

Observe that since t < ¢( p; — 1), then the r.h.s. of (4.5) is bounded from below,

1 0 1 nq 1 1 %
——7(p7v/q—l)=f(1——)> -—=—,
r* (p—Dp* t N p,—1\q¢ N

S0,

0Py —D  Pi—1-p"G=%)  pyy—1

< - b
(p—Dp* p*(p,— 1 p*(pj,— D
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and we get an upper bound for 6, hence 0 < 0 < p’i__ll < 1.
i

Substituting now (4.4) into (4.3) we can write

1
1 -t e
1-0)t (Pi—1)
||Vuk||q*<p_1)sc[(1+||wk||§i(p_1> I B } .

0t/q(p—1)

*(p—1) and using (4.1) we obtain

Now, dividing by || Vuy ||

(IVallgrpn) 7 = (14 Tl ) pg " :

Let us check that
0t

BT >0 forany ¢ <gq(py —1). (4.6)
Indeed, observe first that (4.5) is equivalent to
1 1, K
< — ;T %
6=~ @.7)
P g*(p-D
hence
1 (¢t n 1(t I
o1 _E(?_I)JFW_E(F_I)JFW “5)
_ - p—1 1 - 11 .
q(p—1 B - -2 -
consequently
0t 1 < t 1) N ko 1 1
] = = Lad -
q(p—1) q \p* N q p*
11t 1 1%
— - 1-—_F
qp* p* N
! 12
= 1<q(p;—1),
S0, (4.6) holds.
Consequently,
1Vuillgr o1y = C(1+ lugly?) M, 4.9)
where
(1-0)t (1 ¢ ) 1
Ayie gD o U T aiD) P
o.—l_ rra 0= T
q(p=1) a(p=D

Step 3. Gagliardo—Nirenberg interpolation inequality.
Thanks to the Gagliardo—Nirenberg interpolation inequality (see [27]), there exists a constant
C = C(N,q, |22]) such that

luklloo < CIVulGugpry el (4.10)
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where
1—0 1 1
=o|l———|. 4.11)
p* N  g*(p—1)
Hence, substituting (4.9) into (4.10) we deduce
lutklloo = € (1 el 240) M gl 7 “.12)
From definition of M} (see (3.1)), and of & (see (1.9)), we obtain
1
_ Nl
h(luklloo)
Now we check that
o By (pz -1 =1. 4.13)
Indeed, from (4.11)
1 1 1 * *
,=1+p*<7_7>=1;_1’7
o N g*(p—1D r g'(p—1
p* 1 1 1 1 "
_ l— — — — 4 — | = —1). 4.14
p—l[ p g Nl p (PR = 1) @19
From (4.8), we deduce
1 1 1
TR ettt 1 Gt ok
B -y _1_ 1
q(p—1 I
_ky_ Lt ¥ _1_ L
I Gk 2l il A ¢ _ (4.15)
1—%—# p*<1_l>_1 Piyq
Moreover, since (4.15),
t " 1
- (pL )
(v, - 1)) (1= )
( “Pu L=
t 1 .
=(pr 1_5> (1_ 01 ) =Pnjg 1
q(p—1)
Hence
Prnsg—1
By (pj, — 1) = TM— - (4.16)

Taking into account (4.14) and (4.16), we deduce that (4.13) holds.
Consequently, we can rewrite (4.12) in the following way

1
F A -
h(llagloo) 7277 = € (14 Barll ) gl 77
then

B(luelloo) < € (14 el 2)),
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with

o !

T q(p-1)
-1
Since (4.14)~(4.15), & (1 - %) = (p— 1P} — 1= 1), and substituting it
into the above equation we obtain

P —P
©=(p.~1) pfl_t)
® q

Fixed p < N and p € (0, p), the function (¢, q) — ©® = O(t, q) for (¢,q) € (O, q(p;‘; —
1)) x (N/p, min{N, N/u}), is increasing in ¢ and decreasing in g.
If w € [1, p), then min{N, N/u} = N/u. Equation (4.5) with ¢ = gx = (1 —

2 -0 = —p-1 p=l__ s sati
1/k)N/u = N/u,t =t = %= — Oand 6 = 6 = T — Sy i satis-
fied. Hence, when u € [1, p),

pi—p< inf O, q) < O(tx. qx) =~ p, — p.

1e(0.0=0a).a<(3.5)

On the other hand, for © € (0, 1), the min{N, N/} = N. For any ¢, — 0, equation
“4.5)withg =g = N1 —&) - N,andt = 1y — 19 € [0, (p;’; — 1)N], yields 6 =
_ (=Dp* |1 1 1 1
= 02— (1= = 1/0) | = p [ = 50 =w)] 2 05010 2 p(1 — .

Hence, when u € (0, 1),

te(pr(1-).(p~DN). g (2N

where B is defined by (1.11).
Since the infimum is not attained, for any ¢ > 0, there exists a constant C =
C(e, cg, 4, N, 2) such that

(P}, —p)(B+e)
h(llagllos) = € (1 g, 27,

which ends the proof.
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Appendix A. The Caffarelli-Kohn-Nirenberg interpolation inequality

Theorem A1 Let s, q,t, «, B, 0 and 6 be fixed real numbers (parameters) satisfying

s,g>1, t>0, 0<6 <1, (A1)
where
y =—[0o + 1 —0)8]. (A3)

Then, there exists a positive constant C > 0 such that for allu € C>° (RN):

— 6 1-6
bl ] vy < € N1 1V | ooy 12120 ]| g sy (A4
where
1y 1 a-—1 1 B
-—==0- 1-o-+=), AS
SN <S+ N>+( )(q+N) (A.5)
O<a—0o if 6>0, (A.6)
and

(x—l_

1
a—oc <1 if 6>0and —+ = (A7)
s

1y
N t N’
Moreover, on any compact set in parameter space in which (A.1), (A.2), (A.5) and 0 <
o — o < 1 hold, the constant C is bounded.

See [6] for a proof.

Corollary A.2 Suppose that @ C RV is of class C' with 3Q bounded. Let s, q.t, 0,0 be
fixed real parameters satisfying (A.1)~(A.3) particularized for « = B = 0 (specifically
1<s,g <00, + > X wherey = (—0)0, 0 €0, 1]).

Then,

(i) there exists a positive constant C = C(2, N, s,q,t,0,0) such that for all u €
WhP(Q) N LI(Q):

_ 0 1-6
[Ix| 1/“|Lt(s2) < C | Vu| L5(Q) “u“Lq(Q)’ (A-8)
where
SR ANY LI IR (A9)
t N \s N q’ '
o<0 if 6>0, (A.10)
and
. 1 1 1 y
0<—0o<1 if 6>0, and — — — = — — —. (A.11)
s N t N

In particular, for allu € WhP(Q) with p #2, p < N,

* N
x| ~HulPr? e L7 ().
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(ii) Moreover, if s = p, q = p*, and o < 0 (so y > 0), there exists a positive constant
C=C(Q, N, p,t,o) such that forallu € Whr():

||X|_V“|Lf(s2) =C ”VMHLP(Q) (A.12)
where
Py 1 1 do<y=1 (A.13)
t N p N

In particular, for all u € WP (Q)

uumn$cu+uﬁmMVUeLWW9xvMSp—1+§. (A.14)

(iii) Besides, for all u € wha(Q) with q > p:

||x|7yu|Lr(Q) =C ”VM ”LP(Q) >

where
1 11
oY (A.15)
t N g N
In particular, for all u € W4 (Q) with ¢ > p,
(iii.a) £(x,u) < C(1+ x| [ulP~1) € LPV(Q), (A.16)
and
* N
(iii.b) x| #|u|P "2 € L7 (). (A.17)

Proof (i) The proof can be obtained using that C2° (RV) is dense in LP(RN) for any 1 <
p < oo, and the extension operator, P : WIVP(Q) — Wl’p(RN), see [3, Theorem 9.7].
Moreover, (A.8)—(A.11) is a direct consequence of (A.4)—(A.7).

N

In particular, for all u € WP(Q) with p # 2, p < N, choosing now t = (p,*L — 2);,

f=1,ando = —%2, we deduce from (A.3) that y = %2 hence
A P
1 — 1 1
7_12%7’:——— when p#2, andp <N,
t N N(@pj-2)" p N

so (A.14) is accomplished.
(ii) Assume now s = p, g = p*, and y > 0. Obviously, if y = (—o0)6 > 0, then
0 # 6 € (0, 1], and (A.6)—(A.7) imply

0<(—0o) <1, so 0<y <I1.

In particular, choosing # = (pj, —1)(p*)’,6 = l,and 0 = — ﬁ we deduce from (A.3)
m

1_y _1_ 1

— K 1 _ v
that y = pzil,hence il > TN

Consequently, (A.14) holds.
(iii) Assume finally p > 2.
(iii.a) Indeed, choosing t = (pj; —D(p*,and y = ﬁ, we deduce from (A.15) that
I3

1 1 1 1

Iy
- _ L < —,
t N p N p N
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so (A.7) do not apply.
(iii.b) Choosing now ¢ = (pj; — 2)%, and 0 = 1, we deduce from (A.13) that y = ﬁ,
SO "
y <1 < u<4/N.
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