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We thank Drs. Shukla and Dixit for their comments [1] on our
recent editorial [2]. They list several factors that impede re-
search on part of faculty members in medical institutions,
including rules that do not permit them to guide research stu-
dents for several years after joining as faculty, lack of re-
sources for doing research, limited availability of time because
of heavy clinical workload, access to journals, etc. We agree
with them that, to improve the research output of faculty mem-
bers in medical institutions around India, these issues too need
attention, though our editorial, since it was written on behalf
of the Indian Association of Medical Journal Editors, focused
mainly on issues related to the publication process.

They go on to discuss some recent developments in the
field of scholarly publication, namely (i) predatory journals,
which we discussed in detail in our editorial and (ii) the in-
creasing trend among journals of requiring the authors to pay
publication fees. It is time that various stakeholders interested

in improving the country’s research output, including the
Indian researchers, research and academic institutions, and
the various funding agencies, discuss these issues. This dis-
cussion should help develop guidance for prospective authors
on how to identify predatory journals and put in place mech-
anisms by which either the funding agencies or academic in-
stitutions could support payment of publication charges.
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