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Mesenteric carcinoid
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A 65-year-old-man presented with intermittent periumbilical
pain, nausea, diarrhea and bloating sensation for 6 months.
Clinical examination was unremarkable apart from diffuse peri-
umbilical tenderness. Blood count, liver and pancreatic enzyme
levels were normal. Abdominal ultrasonography revealed focal
well defined hypoechoic lesions in the liver and mesentery.

Multidetector CT showed an ill-defined spiculated mesenter-
icmasswith fine central calcification and characteristic “stellate”
appearance (Fig. 1). This appearance is due to mesenteric fibro-
sis and desmoplastic reaction [1]. A submucosal tumor in the
ascending colon was also detected on CT. It was confirmed as
carcinoid tumor on histopathology after surgical excision.

Carcinoid tumors are relatively rare neuroendocrine
tumors comprising 2 % of all gastrointestinal tumors [1].
Mesenteric carcinoid tumor is due to a metastasis from a
carcinoid tumor of the small bowel beyond the ligament of
Treitz [2]. Treatment options include somatostatin analogs,
surgery and chemoembolization [1].
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Fig. 1 Axial contrast enhanced MDCT image in the mid abdomen
demonstrates mesenteric carcinoid (✩) fine central calcification
(arrowhead) and characteristic “stellate” appearance (arrows) of
the mesentery
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