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To the Editor,

We would like to thank Drs Lee and Choi' for their
interest in our study. As they correctly point out, patients
who were previously intubated were included in this study,
and tracheal injury could have occurred with previous
intubations. Ideally, the airway including the subglottic
region and trachea would have been visualized in all
patients at the time of intubation to evaluate for evidence of
injury, and again at tracheostomy to assess changes.
Unfortunately, there are practical and clinical reasons that
made this difficult to do. In addition, many patients
(26/57, 46%) were intubated outside of the intensive care
unit in urgent or emergent circumstances, limiting the
ability to evaluate the airway at the time of intubation. In
addition, as many of the initial intubations occurred in
other institutions, we were unable to capture details such as
medications used, neuromuscular blockade, and number of
attempts. Excluding patients with previous intubations and
patients who had been intubated more than once during the
current admission would have removed more than half of
the patients, limiting the ability to draw meaningful
conclusions.

Our study was not designed to be definitive but
highlights the importance of further study into this
important but understudied area. In future studies, the
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points raised by Drs Lee and Choi will be important
characteristics to capture. Similarly, we agree that further
studies on suction methods (intermittent vs continuous)
need to be conducted, although the study by Seguin et al.,
which compared intermittent to continuous suction, found
similar patterns and rates of injury regardless of suction
method.” Further study of the long-term implications of the
airway injuries noted needs to be done along with the study
of methods to mitigate them.
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