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I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere

gratitude to Springer for allowing us to publish in ‘‘Pro-

biotics and Antimicrobial Proteins’’ part of the main con-

ferences of the 2nd International Symposium on

Antimicrobial Peptides: Food, Veterinary, Medical, and

Novel Applications, which took place in Saint-Malo

(France) from June 17–19, 2009. The organizers and sci-

entific committees also wish to restate their acknowledg-

ments for the institutions (Ecole Nationale d’Ingénieurs des

Techniques des Industries Agricoles et Alimentaires,

Nantes, France; and the French Agency for Food Safety,

Ploufragan, France), local authorities (Régions des Pays de

la Loire et de Bretagne), and industries who provided

financial support.

The AMP2009 symposium permitted 200 attendees

from 23 countries to interact during three working days and

share their experience with academic and applied research

devoted to antimicrobial peptides. AMP2009 was also an

excellent opportunity for young and emerging scientists to

present their projects through posters, oral presentations

and scientific discussions with renowned scientists. As co-

chairman of AMP2009 and the founder of this conference,

I am so happy and proud to see the increasingly interna-

tional dimension taken on by this scientific event, which

clearly shows that antimicrobial peptides are still of major

interest and remain a promising, open avenue of research.

To date, thousands of antimicrobial peptides from pro-

karyotic, fungal, plant and animal sources have been

identified; their potential as novel therapeutic agents for the

treatment of infection, stimulation of the immune system or

countering of septic shock has been widely recognized.

Many peptides are now tracked in Antimicrobial Sequence

Databases such as http://www.bbcm.units.it/*tossi/pag1.

htm, http://aps.unmc.edu/AP/main.html, http://defensins.

bii.a-star.edu.sg/, and http://faculty.ist.unomaha.edu/chen/

rapd/index.php. The development of novel antimicrobial

peptides has gained widespread attention in response to the

phenomenon of bacterial multi-drug resistance, which has

become a public health major concern in human and vet-

erinary medicine, as well as in food production. Indeed, as

soon as antibiotics were introduced as therapies, bacteria

began to resist their activity by developing mechanisms of

resistance that help them to evade their toxic effects. The

large amount of antibiotics used through the past decades

in human and animal medications has resulted in the

selection of pathogenic bacteria resistant to multiple drugs.

Resistance has been observed with every antimicrobial; the

only observable difference between drugs has been the

time required for such resistance to emerge. The response

of the scientific community and various industries to this

threatening situation must be swift yet appropriate. Our

knowledge is continuously updated through the discovery

of novel and effective molecules, especially antimicrobial

peptides, whose isolation from unexplored sources can be

anticipated using smart screening technologies. The next

generation of antimicrobial peptides (hybrid peptides,

congener peptides, stabilized peptides, conjugated peptides

and immobilized peptides) may also be designed and

engineered.

I truly believe that this conference will continue to

attract more and more participants in the future by orga-

nizing outstanding scientific programmes and committees

of the highest caliber. In closing, I am pleased to announce

that the third gathering of this conference has been

scheduled for June 2012.
D. Drider (&)

Nantes Cedex 3, France

e-mail: drider@enitiaa-nantes.fr

123

Probiotics & Antimicro. Prot. (2010) 2:1

DOI 10.1007/s12602-010-9038-3

http://www.bbcm.units.it/~tossi/pag1.htm
http://www.bbcm.units.it/~tossi/pag1.htm
http://aps.unmc.edu/AP/main.html
http://defensins.bii.a-star.edu.sg/
http://defensins.bii.a-star.edu.sg/
http://faculty.ist.unomaha.edu/chen/rapd/index.php
http://faculty.ist.unomaha.edu/chen/rapd/index.php

	Editorial for the Special Issue AMP


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org?)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [5952.756 8418.897]
>> setpagedevice


