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Dear Editor,
I read the review article ‘Principles of Physics in Surgery: The
Laws of Flow Dynamics Physics for Surgeons—Part I’ by
Srivastava et al. [1] in July–August 2009 issue, pages 182–
187with great interest. The authors have very well summarized
the various laws of physics applicable to haemodynamics.

I am a regular reader of the Indian Journal of Surgery, but
the publication of this ‘Review Article’ raises certain issues,
which I believe should be considered by the editorial board.

The title of the article gives an impression as if the laws
of physics cited are applicable only to surgery. On the
contrary, the authors could have used the word ‘Medical
Science’ rather than surgery, because these laws are appli-
cable to haemodynamics with which all clinical specialties
have to deal with and not only surgeons.

The article is nothing but a summary of well-established
facts and chapters published in various text books of physics
and physiology. A look at the reference list clearly brings
this to light: Of the 17 references, 11 are textbooks and 6 of
these are from only two textbooks [2, 3]. I wish to bring
forth the fact, that the laws and their applications summarized

are taught to undergraduate (MBBS) medical students during
their first year of graduation, and hence it is difficult to believe
that surgeons are unaware of these basic principles and a
review article is required.

A review article should not be just a mere presentation
of facts that are well documented. It’s hard to believe
that a journal like Indian Journal of Surgery has pub-
lished nothing more than textbook knowledge as a review
article.

This letter should be viewed as a healthy comment for the
growth and betterment of Indian medical journals in general.
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