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In this special issue of the Magazine of EuropeanMed-
ical Oncology (MEMO) clinical experts are summariz-
ing the most relevant topics regarding the manage-
ment and treatment of sarcoma patients. Collectively,
their message is clear—a centralized multidisciplinary
tumour board is crucial to enhance outcome of sar-
coma patients.

In her short review, Liegl-Atzwanger [1] provides in-
sight into the highly complex field of sarcoma pathol-
ogy that is characterized by high heterogeneity despite
the low incidence of this disease. Specimen referral
to a pathologist specialized in sarcomas is manda-
tory and of utmost importance to make an exact di-
agnosis which has important treatment-specific con-
sequences.

Windhager et al. [2] present the central role of limb-
sparing surgery and highlight the importance of ade-
quate R0 resection, which has an impact on the prog-
nosis and survival of patients. Moreover, the authors
describe high-level activity, such as sports, as a new
potential scoring system to evaluate quality of life af-
ter limb-sparing surgery.

Next, Roeder [3] and Rothermundt [4] provide an
in-depth review of perioperative radio- and
chemotherapeutic strategies. Radiotherapy and che-
motherapy are an integral part in multimodal treat-
ment concepts for sarcoma patients. In a multidis-
ciplinary tumour board, the use of those multimodal
approaches should be discussed to increase, in ad-
dition to the local control rate, the relapse-free and
overall survival. Especially, for patients with a high-
risk profile neoadjuvant chemo- or radiotherapy, in-
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traoperative radiotherapy, as well as adjuvant radio-
therapy and chemotherapy should be considered.

The palliative treatment of metastatic sarcoma pa-
tients is summarized by Grassi et al. [5]. They give
insight into the standard of care as well as tailored
treatment strategies using targeted and immune ther-
apies and give an outlook on the development of new
treatment strategies.

Finally, Thaler et al. [6] provide the state of the art
of the management of patients with bone sarcomas.
They present the critical and complex role of multi-
modal treatment concepts that include neoadjuvant
chemotherapy and wide en bloc resection, followed
by adjuvant treatment.

As a guest editor, I hope you will find these articles
useful in giving you a short insight in the complex
field of the management of sarcoma patients. The
multimodal concepts are of utmost need to gain the
best outcome for a patient diagnosed with this rare
malignant disease. Thus, sarcoma patients should
only be treated within sarcoma centers.

Sincerely,

Andreas Seeber MD PhD
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