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Acquired immunosuppression can be disease related,
e.g. due to infection by human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV) or iatrogenic after organ transplanta-
tion or during treatment of chronic diseases such
as rheumatic disorders. Immunosuppressed patients
require vigilant monitoring regarding a plethora of
potential complications allowing their early detec-
tion and appropriate management. In this issue of
MEMO, four articles address selected aspects of im-
munosuppression. Hartmann and Atzl [1] provide an
overview about HIV-associated lymphomas. Krapf
and Pierer [2] describe the surgical approach to skin
cancer as a common complication in patients after
organ transplantation. Neuwirt et al. [3] give a com-
prehensive overview about the strategies for the pre-
vention of renal allograft rejection and their potential
complications including the risk and management of
infections and the development of skin cancer and
lymphoproliferative diseases. Patients with autoim-
mune diseases or chronic inflammatory conditions
often receive long-term immunosuppressive treat-
ment. The article written by Rudzki [4] illustrates the
risk of malignancy in such patients.

I hope you will find these contributions interesting
and informative and I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to express my gratitude to the authors for their
work.
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