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We have argued that the difference-in-differences method of examining the effects of the New Jersey minimum wage, especially when the differences in differences are measured shortly after the change, is questionable. That being the case, if we nonetheless take this method seriously, and if following Card and Krueger we look at the data shortly before and after the New Jersey minimum was imposed, then the only statistically significant evidence we can find supports the conclusion that the New Jersey minimum reduced employment of young workers.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Does Household Income Affect children’s Outcomes? A Systematic Review of the Evidence
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         04 November 2020
                                    

                                

                                Kerris Cooper & Kitty Stewart

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Is happiness U-shaped everywhere? Age and subjective well-being in 145 countries
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         09 September 2020
                                    

                                

                                David G. Blanchflower

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Breaking Bread: the Functions of Social Eating
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         11 March 2017
                                    

                                

                                R. I. M. Dunbar

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Ashenfelter, Orley and Robert S. Smith. “Compliance with the Minimum Wage Law.” Journal of Political Economy 87 (April 1979): 335–50.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ball, Laurence, N. Gregory Mankiw, and David Romer. “The New Keynesian Economics and the Output-Inflation Trade-off.” Brookings Papers on Economic Activity (1988): 1-65.

	Bellante, Don and Mark Jackson. Labor Economics: Choice in Labor Markets. New York: McGraw-Hill 1983.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	— “A Subjectivist Economic Analysis of Government-Mandated Employee Benefits.” Harvard Journal of Law & Public Policy 13 (Spring 1990): 657–87.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Brown, Charles, Curtis Gilroy, and Andrew Cohen “The Effect of the Minimum Wage on Employment and Unemployment.” Journal of Economic Literature 20 (June 1982): 487–528.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Card, David and Alan B. Krueger. “Minimum Wages and Employment: A Case Study of the Fast-Food Industry in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.” American Economic Review 84 (September 1994): 772–93.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	—. “Time-Series Minimum-Wage Studies: A Meta-Analysis.” American Economic Review 85 (May 1995a): 238–43.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	—. Myth and Measurement: The New Economics of Minimum Wages. Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press, 1995b.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	—. “A Reanalysis of the Effect of the New Jersey Minimum Wage Increase on the Fast Food Industry with Representative Payroll Data.” NBER Working Paper Series, Working Paper 6386 (January, 1996). Cambridge, Mass.: National Bureau of Economic Research, 1996.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ehrenberg, Ronald G. and Alan J. Marcus. “Minimum Wages and Teenagers’ Enrollment-Employment Outcomes.” Journal of Human Resources 17 (Winter 1982): 39–58.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gramlich, Edward M. “Impact of Minimum Wages on Other Wages, Employment, and Family Incomes.” Brookings Papers on Economic Activity (1976): 409-51.

	Hamermesh, Daniel S. “Comment.” Industrial and Labor Relations Review 48 (July 1995): 835–38.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Learner, Edward E. “Let’s Take the Con Out of Econometrics.” American Economic Review 73 (March 1983): 31–43.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lovell, Michael C. “Data Mining.” Review of Economics and Statistics 65 (February 1983): 1–12.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Neumark, David and William Wascher. “The Effect of New Jersey’s Minimum Wage Increase on Fast Food Employment: A Re-evaluation Using Payroll Records.” NBER Working Paper Series, Working Paper 5224 (August 1995a). Cambridge, Mass.: National Bureau of Economic Research.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	— and William Wascher. “Minimum Wage Effects on Employment and School Enrollment.” Journal of Business and Economic Statistics 13 (April 1995b): 199–206.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	— and William Wascher. “Is the Time-Series Evidence on Minimum Wage Effects Contaminated by Publication Bias?” NBER Working Paper Series, Working Paper 5631 (June 1996). Cambridge, Mass.: National Bureau of Economic Research, 1096.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ragan, James F. “Minimum Wages and the Youth Labor Market.” Review of Economics and Statistics 59 (May 1977): 129–36.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Silberman, Jonathan I. and Garey C. Durden. “Determining Legislative Preferences on the Minimum Wage: An Economic Approach.” Journal of Political Economy 84 (April 1976): 317–29.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wessels, Walter J. “The Effects of Minimum Wages in the Presence of Fringe Benefits: An Expanded Model.” Economic Inquiry 18 (April 1980): 293–313.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wimmer, Bradley S. “Minimum Wage Increases and Employment in Franchised Fast-Food Restaurants.” Journal of Labor Research 17 (Winter 1996): 211–14.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	University of South Florida, 33620, Tampa, FL
Don Bellante & Gabriel Picone


Authors	Don BellanteView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Gabriel PiconeView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Bellante, D., Picone, G. Fast food and unnatural experiments: Another perspective on the New Jersey minimum wage.
                    Journal of Labor Research 20, 463–477 (1999). https://doi.org/10.1007/s12122-999-0015-0
Download citation
	Issue Date: December 1999

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s12122-999-0015-0


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Minimum Wage
	Fast Food
	Employment Growth
	Relative Employment
	Current Population Survey Data








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.228.24.70
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    