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Neonatal intubation and correct endotracheal tube placement at 
the level of vocal cords are crucial for airway management. The 
endotracheal tube (ET) is placed at the level of vocal cords, and 
its proper position is confirmed by the T1/T2 vertebra position 
in the X-ray. In neonates, this correct ET tube fixation is guided 
by the formula nasotragal length (NTL+1) cm or weight+6 
[1]. Similarly, for successful visualization of vocal cords, the 
laryngoscope blade has to be inserted for appropriate length [2]. 
This length is constant for each neonate.

The author works in a resource-limited setting without 
a video laryngoscope and trained neonatologists present 

around the clock. Hence, he engraved the miller laryngo-
scope blades (size 1) in centimeters using an engraver pen 
(Fig. 1). This engraved blade helps measure the target inser-
tion length for successful neonatal intubation. The novice 
doctors in author’s NICU aim to target insertion length 
during reintubation. The author has noted that novice doc-
tors were confident and successful in reintubation using 
engraved laryngoscope blades compared to those without 
engravement. The author has also used the engraved blades 
for neonatal resuscitation training for MBBS undergradu-
ates. The MBBS students successfully intubated using 
engraved laryngoscope blades compared to those with-
out engravement in NRP training. Further studies are in 
the pipeline to determine the optimum length of laryngo-
scope blade insertion for neonates under different weight 
categories.
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Fig. 1  The two-dimensional line diagram model of engraved laryngo-
scope blade
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