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To the Editor: We thank Mungmunpuntipantip and Wiwani-
kit for their comments and reflections on our paper [1, 2]. 
We understand that they are concerned regarding the lower 
incidence of long-COVID in our study subjects and the 
effect of underlying disease on diagnosis of long-COVID.

We agree with them that the incidence in our survey 
was lower as compared to other studies done mostly from 
developed countries [3]. We have already mentioned in our 
paper the various factors which might be responsible for the 
lower incidence like exclusion of older children, difference 
in methodology of study, cultural factors, and duration of 
follow-up. This study was only a telephonic survey and was 
done to sensitize treating physicians that long-COVID can 
be seen in Indian children too, and population-based sur-
veys would be required to determine actual incidence and 
prevalence of this entity in our population.

We agree with the authors that underlying co-morbidities 
can influence the symptoms of long- COVID. But in our 
cohort, the 3 children who had persistent symptoms follow-
ing diagnosis of acute COVID-19 illness did not have any 
underlying co-morbidities.

Hence we feel that larger prospective surveys are required 
to provide a more definitive answer to the pertinent ques-
tions on incidence and prevalence of long-COVID in pedi-
atric age group, especially in developing country like ours.
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