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We have read with great interest the case description by
Dasarathan et al. that just appeared in the latest issue of the
Journal [1]. The authors have addressed an important but
uncommon problem which is the need for replacement of
the tricuspid valve in the setting of infective endocarditis.
They have been clever enough to use a homovital
homograft as part of the donation process for heart
transplantation. The follow-up at 6 months yields a
competent transplanted valve.

Transplantation of the mitral valve into the tricuspid
position is an old story as the authors have appropriately
pointed out. We were able to deal with the problem some
time ago and so far our own experience [2] and that of the
others [3] confirms this as a valid alternative when the
tricuspid valve has to be replaced.

In their discussion Dasarathan et al. state that “...
Although the long-term outlook of this operation remains
uncertain, an element of tricuspid regurgitation is well
tolerated...”. We agree with the authors, however we have
been able to produce mid- and some long-term follow-up.

At 6 years with a median follow-up of five, neither
calcification nor rupture of the homograft was detected
and different degrees of tricuspid regurgitation with no
clinical impact were seen on echocardiography [4]. Fur-
thermore, we were able to perform homograft ring
annuloplasty in a patient 13 years after the original
operation [5] with good result. This confirms that this is a
better alternative than the option of tricuspid valvulectomy
without valve replacement as advocated many years ago by
Arbulu et al. [5]. In any case, this latter option did save a
number of lives in critically ill patients.
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