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Dear Editor,

We read with great interest the article of Guo et al. [1] titled 
“ultrasound features of breast cancer for predicting axillary 
lymph node metastasis” in a recent issue of the journal. I 
have some queries on the article.

Guo et al. used multivariate logistic regression to calcu-
late its OR and gave the result that there was a significant 
positive relationship between the irregular tumor shape and 
axillary lymph node metastasis. However, in Table 3 on page 
7, round, oval versus irregular tumor shape, its [OR] = 2.869, 
[β] = 0.869, these results were a contradiction. Because 
1nOR = β or eβ = OR, so when OR = 0–1, β < 0; OR 1–2.718, 
β = 0–1; OR > 2.718, β > 1. This obvious error should be 
modified through multivariate analysis.

Another query is, Guo et al. aimed at assess ultrasound’s 
clinical value for predicting axillary lymph node metas-
tasis on breast cancer patients. They evaluated all lesions 
and recorded tumor size, tumor shape, tumor margin, and 
other features of tumors. However, they didn’t pay attention 
to features of lymph node; the ratio between long arm and 
short arm of lymph nodes (long/short arm ratio), maximum 

cortical thickness of lymph node, the ratio between cortex 
diameter and medulla diameter of lymph nodes (cortex/
medulla ratio) [2] need to be incorporated if they want to 
predict axillary lymph node metastasis.

Yours Sincerely.
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