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2010—For now nothing but good news. Despite major

economic struggles worldwide, the journal, Neurocritical

Care, is doing well. Last year we saw over 30% increase in

submissions, increase in published pages, increase in the

impact factor (1.7), and increase in revenues from adver-

tising, print subscriptions, and other sources. It seems we

are crossing the rubicon.

Why are things going our way? For one thing, the

journal handles manuscripts in a rapid pace. We believe it

is our duty to publish timely, interesting, and predomi-

nantly practical articles within a short time span. Our

reviewers understand that and most of our papers are

reviewed within 3 weeks of submission. Only 10% of our

reviewers are procrastinators and few answer a request to

review with, ‘‘I have no time,’’ ‘‘working on a grant

application,’’ or worse, ‘‘sorry, I am on service’’ (well,

yes). Some reviewers are incurable, never deliver and their

fate is easy to predict.

How long should reviewers have before turning in their

reviews in this day of age? A shorter time for review may

increase the rejection rate. More time for review has no

impact on quality and we have seen that most reviewers

either turn in their reviews within days or close to the

deadline. We send reminders but few tardy reviewers are

jump started by it and the response rate remains low. Some

say they will review but do not seem to follow their

commitment.

As befits a scholar, reviewing for the journal is an

important duty, demonstrates academic interest and pro-

ductivity, and improves work of colleagues. It truly is a

professional consultation and guides the editor in decision

making. I am very pleased with my reviewer’s pool and

they deserve substantial credit for the success of this

journal. I invite readers and authors to volunteer. When our

submissions increase we need more qualified reviewers of

all stripes.

The editor-in-chief has duties too and commonly

involves ethical considerations. The journal has had their

share of duplicate and redundant article submission that—

we believe—were identified before publication. Any young

journal is at risk for such misconduct and, if identified, will

lead to a reprimand.

Equally serious is ghost authorship. Collaborative rela-

tionship with the industry can greatly benefit budding

neurointensivists and result in innovation. However, con-

cealing a conflict of interest by the industry by hiring of a

ghostwriter cannot be tolerated. We are not interested in

publishing industry generated reviews that may lead to

mass distribution of reprints. It would increase our reve-

nues but negatively impact on our growing credibility. We

are not in it for the money.

There are many kinds of conflicts of interest. To name a

few, these are financial ties, academic commitments, per-

sonal relationships, political or religious beliefs, institutional

affiliations. Every author should be aware of these conflicts,

declare them or refrain from authorship. For more recent

information on conflict of interest, I refer to the World

Association of Medical Editors website (www.wame.org)

recent statement.

Another duty of the editor-in-chief is to keep the journal

interesting. My motto has been to publish what interests

you and what makes you rethink your practice. We are also

interested in how patients are cared for. We are continuing

our series with ‘‘tell me something I need to know’’ written

by editorial board members and highlighting one aspect of

their practice. In 2010 we are starting a NICU fellow
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section called ‘‘A day in the life of a jobbing NICU fel-

low.’’ This paper is very much 1 day of work in the NICU

and highlights decisions, phone calls, family conferences,

and more. It is how a busy and memorable day looks like

and may even be one patient that kept you up all night.

At the beginning of the year this is also the time to again

thank the editorial board for their continuous support. We

are welcoming Neeraj Badjatia who is replacing Stephan

Mayer who now is president of the Neurocritical Care

Society. I am grateful for the dedicated ad hoc reviewers—

asterisk for more than 5 manuscript reviews this year—and

they are listed here. It is hoped this year and the next will

bring new ideas, new technology, and new approaches in

management in the form of interesting practical papers.
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Schulz-Stübner, Sebastian

Schwab, Stefan

Schwarz, Stefan*

Scott, L. Keith

Shah, Qaisar A.

Shahlaie, Kiarash

Shutter, Lori

Sims, John Randall

Singh, Vineeta

Smith, Martin

Souter, Michael

St. Louis, Erik

Stead, Latha G.

Stollberger, Claudia

Suarez, Jose I.

Taccone, Fabio Silvio

Tawil, Isaac

Terry, John

Thomas, Sanjeev V.

Timmons, Shelly

Tisherman, Samuel

Torbey, Michel

van de Beek, Diederik

van den Bergh, Walter M.

Varelas, Panayiotis*

Veltkamp, Roland

Vidotto, Milena Carlos

Webb, Adam

Weiss, Nicolas

Weston-Schumacher, H. Christian

Yahia, Abutaher M.

Yenari, Midori Anne

Zazulia, Allyson R.

Ziai, Wendy

Zubkov, Alexander Y.

Zygun, David

Neurocrit Care (2010) 12:1–3 3


	The Duties and Ethics of the Journal


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org?)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [5952.756 8418.897]
>> setpagedevice


