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2010—For now nothing but good news. Despite major
economic struggles worldwide, the journal, Neurocritical
Care, is doing well. Last year we saw over 30% increase in
submissions, increase in published pages, increase in the
impact factor (1.7), and increase in revenues from adver-
tising, print subscriptions, and other sources. It seems we
are crossing the rubicon.

Why are things going our way? For one thing, the
journal handles manuscripts in a rapid pace. We believe it
is our duty to publish timely, interesting, and predomi-
nantly practical articles within a short time span. Our
reviewers understand that and most of our papers are
reviewed within 3 weeks of submission. Only 10% of our
reviewers are procrastinators and few answer a request to
review with, “I have no time,” “working on a grant
application,” or worse, “sorry, I am on service” (well,
yes). Some reviewers are incurable, never deliver and their
fate is easy to predict.

How long should reviewers have before turning in their
reviews in this day of age? A shorter time for review may
increase the rejection rate. More time for review has no
impact on quality and we have seen that most reviewers
either turn in their reviews within days or close to the
deadline. We send reminders but few tardy reviewers are
jump started by it and the response rate remains low. Some
say they will review but do not seem to follow their
commitment.

As befits a scholar, reviewing for the journal is an
important duty, demonstrates academic interest and pro-
ductivity, and improves work of colleagues. It truly is a
professional consultation and guides the editor in decision
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making. I am very pleased with my reviewer’s pool and
they deserve substantial credit for the success of this
journal. I invite readers and authors to volunteer. When our
submissions increase we need more qualified reviewers of
all stripes.

The editor-in-chief has duties too and commonly
involves ethical considerations. The journal has had their
share of duplicate and redundant article submission that—
we believe—were identified before publication. Any young
journal is at risk for such misconduct and, if identified, will
lead to a reprimand.

Equally serious is ghost authorship. Collaborative rela-
tionship with the industry can greatly benefit budding
neurointensivists and result in innovation. However, con-
cealing a conflict of interest by the industry by hiring of a
ghostwriter cannot be tolerated. We are not interested in
publishing industry generated reviews that may lead to
mass distribution of reprints. It would increase our reve-
nues but negatively impact on our growing credibility. We
are not in it for the money.

There are many kinds of conflicts of interest. To name a
few, these are financial ties, academic commitments, per-
sonal relationships, political or religious beliefs, institutional
affiliations. Every author should be aware of these conflicts,
declare them or refrain from authorship. For more recent
information on conflict of interest, I refer to the World
Association of Medical Editors website (www.wame.org)
recent statement.

Another duty of the editor-in-chief is to keep the journal
interesting. My motto has been to publish what interests
you and what makes you rethink your practice. We are also
interested in how patients are cared for. We are continuing
our series with “tell me something I need to know” written
by editorial board members and highlighting one aspect of
their practice. In 2010 we are starting a NICU fellow

KU
3 Humana Press


http://www.wame.org

Neurocrit Care (2010) 12:1-3

section called “A day in the life of a jobbing NICU fel-
low.” This paper is very much 1 day of work in the NICU
and highlights decisions, phone calls, family conferences,
and more. It is how a busy and memorable day looks like
and may even be one patient that kept you up all night.
At the beginning of the year this is also the time to again
thank the editorial board for their continuous support. We

are welcoming Neeraj Badjatia who is replacing Stephan
Mayer who now is president of the Neurocritical Care
Society. I am grateful for the dedicated ad hoc reviewers—
asterisk for more than 5 manuscript reviews this year—and
they are listed here. It is hoped this year and the next will
bring new ideas, new technology, and new approaches in
management in the form of interesting practical papers.
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