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The Editors-in-Chief have retracted this article. After publi-
cation, several concerns have been raised about the integrity 
of this article.
The article overlaps with another two publications by the 
same author group [1, 2], but there is no cross-referencing. 
These 3 papers all describe 6-week, placebo-controlled, 
double-blind randomized trials of zinc in women with ges-
tational diabetes mellitus, but they describe different number 
of patients.
The following discrepancies were noted between the studies:

• Trial registration number reported for this and (2) is the 
same: IRCT201503055623N42. This number doesn’t cor-
respond to any record of trial registration. The authors stated 

the correct TRN should be IRCT201408295623N26 for both 
studies.

• This article states recruitment took place between 
December 2015 and April 2016. This is different to 
recruitment periods in related articles (1, 2) and trial 
registration record IRCT201408295623N26.

An investigation into all the concerns was conducted by 
the National Committee for Ethics in Biomedical Research 
(NREC), Ministry of Health and Medical Education. In line 
with Iranian legal requirements the results of their investiga-
tion were sent to the Kashan University of Medical Sciences 
(KAUMS) research ethics committee where Dr. Asemi is 
based.
Of the specific concerns raised in relation to this article, the 
institution and authors confirmed that the study location for 
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all the articles was Kosar Clinic in Arak and not Naghavi 
clinic as stated in this article. The authors stated the study 
took place between August 2014 and September 2014 and 
received ethics approval before the start of recruitment. 
The authors confirmed the three papers all reported on data 
from the same dataset of 58 patients, but differed in terms 
of measured outcomes and not all patients were included in 
all tests. For this study authors selected two groups of 20 
patients. The Editor has decided that the conclusions of this 
study are unreliable due to omissions and discrepancies in 
the description of the trial and the selective analysis of the 
same data set which was presented earlier in [1 and 2].
Authors Mansooreh Samimi, Shahnaz Ahmadi , Esmat 
Aghadavod, Mehri Jamilian and Zatollah Asemi have stated 
the disagree with this retraction. The remaining authors have 
not responded to correspondence regarding this retraction.
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