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                    Abstract
Women produce androgens, and their precursor steroid hormones, from their ovaries and adrenal glands. Conversion of the androgen precursors in peripheral tissues accounts for approximately 50% of the androgens produced daily. To date, many studies suggest that androgen deficiency occurs mainly in postmenopausal women. Recent research points to possible androgen deficiency in young women; however, this theory remains controversial because of incomplete data concerning normal ranges by age in women and because of lack of sensitivity of existing testosterone assays. In addition, treatment results have been questioned because of supraphysiologic levels of testosterone achieved, which can increase side effects. It is important that these issues are being studied and answered because basic research has shown that androgens play an important role in female sexual health, especially concerning libido and sexual arousal.
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