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                    Abstract
In both the natriuretic peptide and renin-angiotensin systems, peptidases play an important role in the inactivation or activation of the system. Angiotensin-converting enzyme is responsible for the conversion of angiotensin I to angiotensin II, while neutral endopeptidase is one of the pathways involved in the degradation of the natriuretic peptides. The vasopeptidase inhibitors, which simultaneously inhibit neutral endopeptidase and angiotensin-converting enzyme, appear to offer distinct therapeutic advantages in treating hypertension, heart failure, and endothelial dysfunction.
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