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Dear Editor,

We read with great interest the publication by Oon et al. [1]

on the topic of Pap smears for men. As correctly reported

by Oon et al., anal intraepithelial neoplasia (AIN) which

can lead to anal carcinoma is the equivalent to the highly

publicised cervical intraepithelial neoplasia (CIN) and

cervical carcinoma. With anal carcinoma incidence

continuing to rise in both men and woman by 96 and 39%,

respectively, over the last three decades this forgotten anal

pathology is as important as its cervical counterpart.

In a presentation at the 20th Annual Australasian Soci-

ety for HIV Medicine conference, Hillman et al. [2] pre-

sented data on the cost effectiveness of screening for anal

cancer among HIV positive men who have sex with men

(MSM). The basis for this research is the fact that anal

squamous cell carcinoma occurs at the rate of approxi-

mately 30–92 cases per 100,000 in HIV positive MSM,

along with the fact that despite surgery, chemotherapy and

radiotherapy, in 2004, overall 5-year survival in Australia

was 64%. This compared to 2002 rates of cervical cancer

among the general Australian female population being 6.9

cases per 100,000 and a 5-year survival of 74%.

The data presented by Hillman were based on the fact

that there are a total of 12,700 HIV positive MSM in

Australia. From this, it was estimated that 7.5 (range

3.6–11.7) cases of anal carcinoma will develop per year in

these men. With anal pap smears reported as being 81%

sensitive, this would result in 6 cases being detected among

this cohort or 2,116 HIV positive MSM would need to be

screened per case diagnosed. In comparison, the New

South Wales Pap Register recorded 681,306 cervical Pap

smears in 2005, when the incident cervical carcinoma rate

of 238 cases per year, giving a diagnosis rate of 1 case per

2,862 cervical Pap smears.

From a costing perspective, a USA paper in 1999 esti-

mated the cost per QALY for anal carcinoma screening in

HIV positive MSM every 2 years was $13,000 [3]. In

comparison, the most recent Australian figures indicate that

the cost per QALY for cervical screening is significantly

higher at $21,707.

From the publication by Oon et al. and the work of

Hillman et al., it would suggest that an intervention tar-

geting HIV positive MSM with anal Pap smears to screen

for anal carcinoma would be of comparable value and costs

to that of the existing cervical carcinoma screening pro-

gram. In addition to the potential benefits of anal screening

in this population, the potential use of the HPV vaccination

in this population must also be considered [4].
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