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Sir,

Clozapine can substantially improve the quality of life of

patients with schizophrenia by reducing the presence and

severity of symptoms, decreasing the duration of hospi-

talization, and permitting most such patients to live outside

institutions, but it can cause one of the most severe forms

of idiosyncratic toxicity, agranulocytosis. Clozapine mon-

itoring has proved to be highly successful in early detection

and has prevented many fatalities.

There is a need to consider the value of routine hae-

matological monitoring for other medications associated

with blood dyscrasia [1] like phenothiazines and carb-

amazepines. To the best of our knowledge, there have been

reports of two patients with blood dyscrasia with olanza-

pine and risperidone who previously developed blood

dyscrasia during clozapine treatment [2, 3]. This means

that patients who develop clozapine-induced blood dys-

crasia should have haematological monitoring regularly

during treatment with other antipsychotics, even if they

have not had any haematological adverse effects with that

drug in the past [3].
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