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Dear Editor,

We welcomed the paper by Allen et al. [1] which
provides reassurance about the rate of congenital malfor-
mations in babies delivered after assisted reproductive
technology (ART). Their data are in close agreement with
previous research [2], where an increased risk of placenta
previa after in vitro fertilisation (IVF) was identified. As
Allen et al. note, however, the true incidence of stillbirth
and miscarriage after IVF remains unknown, because the
scope of their investigation did not include all IVF preg-
nancies (i.e., only deliveries known to have good perinatal
outcomes were sampled).

While their study did achieve a questionnaire return rate
of 65% from these parents of IVF children, the study
design could not identify common demographic or clinical
characteristics among the non-responders. From a public
health perspective, information on this important sub-group
of IVF patients would be highly informative.

As Allen et al. [1] correctly note, the impact of IVF on
the course of pregnancy is not yet fully understood. For
example, anecdotal reports of mature stillbirths in IVF
patients who go beyond 40 weeks gestation have been
frustrating to assess systematically. It is hoped that future
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epidemiologic studies will address this issue. In the mean-
time, we agree with others [3, 4] that in the absence of
standardised protocols for the obstetric management of
pregnancies conceived with IVF, it is prudent for such
gestations to be regarded as high-risk.
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