
My fascination with 
Japan started at an early 
age. Like most kids of my 
generation, I grew up devouring 
manga, watching anime, and 
playing Japanese videogames. 
Years later, I came to realize that 
Japan was home to countless pioneering 

is perhaps best illustrated by the country’s 

interests, namely in computational modeling of crystal 
growth, milestone contributions from Japan go from 

 to massively parallelized simulations of 

was coming to the realization of the looming global 

conference for the next couple of years. 

Myy fascinatitionon wwith 
Japan started atat aann early 
age. Like most kids ofof mmy 
gegeneneraratitionon, II grgrew up devourrining
manga, watching animme,e, aand 
plplayayiningg JaJapapanenesese viideogames. 
Years later, I came to realize that Years later I came to realize that
Japan was home to countless pioneeringg 

is perhaps best illuluststraratetedd byby tthehe country’s 

A SCHOLAR’S SCIENTIFIC A SCHOLAR’S SCIENTIFIC 
AND CULINARY AND CULINARY 
ODYSSEYODYSSEY
THROUGH THE LAND 
OF LEGENDARY 
SWORDSMITHS 
AND COMPUTER-
GENERATED 
CRYSTALS

Damien 
Tourret

From top, clockwise: Damien Tourret visits the Torii gates at 
Fushimi Inari Shrine during his trip to Japan; a view of Mount 
Fuji from the bullet train between Tokyo and Kyoto; Tourret 
at the Kyoto Institute of Technology with Professor Takaki 
(rightmost) and group members; Tourret at the University of 
Tokyo with Profesor Shibuta (top row, second from left) and 
group members.
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such, 
when I 

received the 
great honor of 

being selected as 

of Metals and Materials 

determined to make the most of 
it and decided to complement the 

visits and seminars in no less than four 

cities across the country. 

was barely starting, but many plum trees were already 

computational modeling of advanced manufacturing 

thereby also gathering some useful tips on resulting 
data postprocessing technicalities. 

provided me with a sense of the city’s vertiginous scale. 

of the conference, 
we were treated to a 

delightful welcome dinner 
hosted by the JIMM Board of 

was a great opportunity to meet outstanding 
researchers from both Japanese and Korean 

materials societies. It was also a reminder of 
how small the world sometimes is, realizing I had 

colleagues/friends in common with some of my 
tablemates. 

before making my way to Kyoto. Japanese bullet 

speed, and smooth ride, and my trip to Kyoto was 

page of this article.

the rest of the weekend exploring the city and its 

after my seminar, I had the chance to attend short 
presentations by various group members and to have 

there, I was introduced to an impressive variety 

Japanese fashion, have perfected their craft to a 

a series of presentations and discussions involving 

Damien Tourret (second from 
right) on the way to dinner 
with, from left to right, 
professors Katsube, 
Yasuda, and 
Narumi of Kyoto 
University.
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which had kindly been advertised and arranged in 
a hybrid format, thus allowing scholars from other 
universities across the country to attend and take part 

In addition to its namesake beer and its cuisine 

there was punctuated by a few dendritic ice crystals 

discussions on various research activities across 
the materials science and engineering department 

computational modeling and experiments (e.g. via data 

opportunity to both catch up with old friends and 
colleagues and to make new ones. 

my most vivid memories of Japan will remain the 
remarkable hospitality, the inner peace from a stroll 
through its traditional gardens, and the wonderful 
cuisine. Regarding the latter, I would be remiss not 
to emphasize the absolute treasure that is Japanese 

once wrote, “If I had to eat only in one city for the rest 

stage, I cannot help but relate. 

amazing people I met along the way and who made 

fond memories of their kind welcome through lab 

by expressing my heartfelt gratitude to not only all my 

for making this all possible, and by most enthusiastically 
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Sushi dinner in 
Sapporo with 
Professor Ohno 
(second from 
right) of Hokkaido 
University and 
group members.
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