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Introduction
 During a JOM strategic planning session 
in early 2020 comprised of current and 
past guest editors, participants agreed 
that one of the journal’s key strengths is 
its emphasis on special topics driven by 
volunteers. These special topics, collections 
of thematically connected papers, are 
developed primarily by members of TMS 
technical committees or their delegates. 
Thus, topics are as diverse as the TMS 

wide range of outputs from academia, 
government laboratories, and industry that 

of the volume year, readers will have been 
exposed to an extensive array of recent 
work in the minerals, metals, and materials 
communities, along with several new 
developments in areas closely related to 
their specialization. 
 JOM continues its tradition of diverse 
coverage in the coming year, centered on 
TMS member interests, with the new JOM 
Editorial Calendar. The 2021 calendar will 
explore materials research, development, 
and processing innovations all the way 
from extraction to recovery and recycling. 
In all, 40 special topics are planned. 

Topic Highlights 
 Several upcoming topics look to 
expand frontiers in materials research and 
development and are slated to showcase 
advances in the application of emerging 
techniques in the community:

• Leveraging Materials in Topology 
Optimization

• Multiscale Methods for Design of 
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• Informatics-Enabled Design of 

Structural Materials
 Energy research is also represented 
throughout the upcoming editorial 
calendar. Numerous topics can be found 
focusing on materials and processes 
for energy production, conversion, and 
storage. Papers are being solicited across a 
variety of areas including:

• Nanomaterials and Composites for 
Energy Conversion and Storage

• Powder Materials for Energy 
• Materials for Small Nuclear Reactors 

and Micro Reactors, including Space 
Reactors 

• 
Learning in Energy Storage and 
Conversion Materials

 Light metals and alloys are also a 
common theme throughout the upcoming 
editorial calendar with support from the 

committees. For 2021, they are soliciting 
papers for topics that include the 
following: 

• 
Processing Technology for Light 

• Developments in the Production of 

• Impurity Control throughout the 

• Processing-Microstructure-

 See the full calendar for all topics and 
their detailed scopes, organizers, and 
submission deadlines.
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Volunteer Support
 Because JOM is a volunteer-driven 
publication, the editorial team continually 
seeks to improve that volunteer 
experience, providing tools and resources 
that authors, reviewers, and editors can 
access when they need it. This includes 
the regularly updated Editorial Calendar, 
which now also features access to a new, 
searchable JOM past topics archive that 
enables quick access to the full landscape 
of recently published topics (Figure 1). 

 
/EditorialCalendar.

Strategizing for the Future
 The previously referenced ad hoc JOM 
Strategic Planning Committee, convened 

Meeting & 
Exhibition, is in the process of charting the 

course for JOM over the next three years. 

to lay the groundwork for a journal that 
keeps pace with the needs of the materials 
community. They are currently working 
toward a suite of recommendations that 
will ensure JOM remains an impactful 
journal that continues to serve its diverse 
constituencies. 
 In the meantime, the JOM editorial 
team is pleased to present this 14-month 
editorial calendar, available now at jom 

to the future of JOM by searching the 
calendar for a topic that aligns with their 
research interests, following the link to that 
topic, and submitting a manuscript.

Maureen Byko is the JOM 
Editor. Justin Scott is the JOM 
Principal Editor. 

Figure 1. The JOM 
Past Topics archive is a 
searchable list of topics 
no longer accepting 
submissions, from 
January 2017 to the 
present.
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