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This Special Issue of Plant Biotechnology Reports was

designed to shed light on the contributions to plant biology

of the late Professor Atsushi Komamine, a great scientist of

our days, who passed away three years ago. Professor

Komamine raised significant and fundamental issues on

plant biology, and his scholarly career was a quest to

answer the questions posed.

In this issue, Professor Hiroaki Kodama sums up the

Professor’s numerous contributions in the form of a tribute.

Professors Masaki Ito, Taku Demura, Tatsuhito Fujimura,

Munetaka Sugiyama, and Masaaki Sakuta have written

review articles on selected issues which Professor Kom-

amine had raised and continued as his life-time pursuit.

These review articles are numbered in the contents as

Komamine Review no. 1 through 5 to distinguish them

from the regular review articles. This special issue, there-

fore, will trigger a new high-quality review series from

scientists who share the same vision with the late Professor

Komamine.

Together with the contributors to this Special Issue, we

have not yet done enough to highlight Professor Kom-

amine’s scientific insights into, and his vision of, the future

of plant biology. We hope that others will help to fill the

gaps in the near future.

Finally, we are pleased to announce that, beginning with

this issue, Plant Biotechnology Reports will be published

six times per year, up from four issues, to accommodate the

increased number of high-quality manuscripts that are

being submitted.
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