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We read with interest the comments made to our paper
“Laparoscopic Sleeve Gastrectomy in Patients with
Ventricular Assist Devices, Beyond just Bridging to Heart
Transplantation.”We agree with the comments made and ap-
preciate the statement that weight loss could contribute to
myocardial recovery. An observation that we could not make
on our local limited experience. The authors state, correctly,
that the challenge of small sample size can be addressed with a
prospective multicenter registry. Especially as the role of
weight evolution in heart failure patients is complex. Some
patients suffer from cardiac cachexia and gain weight after
LVAD implantation as part of an improvement of their gen-
eral condition. Patients with chronic heart failure, rather than
those with acute failure, seem to be at risk to develop

overweight. It is intuitive that lifestyle conditions and exercise
capacity are likely to play an important role in the develop-
ment of obesity in chronic heart failure patients after LVAD
implantation. As such, it is logical to add these parameters as
well to the registry as it opens the possibility to act preven-
tively on the development of obesity.
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